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WORSHIP NOTES 
 

Thank you for worshipping with us this morning.  We’re glad you’re here!  May you 
experience God’s love through the words you hear and sing, the meal you eat, and the 
fellowship of God’s people. 
 
Prayer Requests If you have a prayer request, please give a note to the ushers or 
send an email to Pastor Lori. 
 
Face Masks Just a friendly reminder…please wear a mask in the building if you have 
been exposed to someone with COVID-19/experiencing any kind of respiratory or 
flu-like symptoms. Masks are available on the table in the narthex in case you forget 
yours as home. Thank you! 
 
Holy Communion All are welcome to share in Christ’s meal of forgiveness and 
grace. Children who do not yet commune are welcome to come forward for a 
blessing. (If you feel your child is ready to receive or have additional questions, 
please speak with Pastor Lori.) Please come forward at the direction of the ushers. 
Wine is in the outer rings of the tray. Grape juice is in the center of the tray. Gluten-
free bread is available; please indicate your need to the pastor. 
 
Pew Cushions Are available on the pew in the back of the sanctuary.  
 
Hearing Assistance Individual hearing devices are available at the back of the 
sanctuary.  Please return the device at the end of worship so they can be sanitized.   
 

Service music reprinted from ELW Liturgies CD-ROM, copyright 2006 Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved. Used by permission 
of Augsburg Fortress license # 14997-LIT.) RCL Liturgy – Clergy Stuff used by permission. 
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We Worship God 
 

Welcome 
 

Prelude  “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah”  Phillip Keveren 

Please rise in body or spirit 
 

Call to Worship 
 

P:  Happy are those whose transgression is forgotten. 
All: Forgive one another, as you have been forgiven. 
P:  Happy are those in whose spirit there is no deceit. 
All: Forgive one another, as you have been forgiven. 
P:  Whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. 
All: Forgive one another, as you have been forgiven. 
 

Confession and Forgiveness  
 

P:  We confess our sins before God and one another. 
Pause for silence and reflection. 
P:  Patient God, 
All: you have taught us all we need to be your faithful people. And yet we 

 persist in going our own way, doing our own thing, and minding our
 own business when we ought to be about the business of your kingdom. 
 Forgive our selfish neglect of others and bring us back into wholeness 
 with our brothers and sisters. Amen. 

P:  God is merciful, patient, kind and forgiving. We have been pardoned for all 
 that we have done, and all that we have overlooked. May we give now as we 
 have received: generously and extravagantly, in the way of our loving 
 teacher, savior and friend. 

All: Amen. 

The prelude is a time for people to become quiet, to meditate and pray, and to prepare their 

hearts and minds to worship God. You are invited to pray this prayer to help you transition 

from the cares and activities of daily life to worshipping the Living God: God of grace, you 

have given us minds to know you, hearts to love you, and voices to sing your praise. Fill 

us with your Spirit, that we may celebrate your glory and worship you in spirit and 

truth, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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Gathering Hymn:  Awake, My Soul, and with the Sun   #557 

 

 

 

 
 

Greeting 
 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 

All: And also with you.  
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Hymn of Praise:    Praise the Lord!  O Heavens   #823 
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Prayer of the Day 
 

P:  Merciful God,  
All: you have forgiven us a world of transgressions. Make us likewise 

 gracious to those who are in debt to us, showing them the mercy which 
 you offer to all. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

Please be seated 
 

We Hear God’s Word 
 

Prayer for Illumination 
 

A: Let us pray. 
All: Prepare our hearts, O God, to accept you Word. Silence in us any voices 

but your own, so that we may hear your Word and also do it; through 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Psalm 119:33-40 
 

A: Teach me, O LORD, the way of your statutes, and I will observe it to the end. 
All: Give me understanding, that I may keep your law and observe it with 
 my whole heart. 
A: Lead me in the path of your commandments, for I delight in it. 
All: Turn my heart to your decrees and not to selfish gain. 
A: Turn my eyes from looking at vanities; be gracious to me according to your 
 word. 
All:  Confirm to your servant your promise, which is for those who fear you. 
A: Turn away the disgrace that I dread, for your ordinances are good. 
All:  See, I have longed for your precepts; in your righteousness be gracious 
 to me.  
 

Romans 13:8-14 
 

Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves another has 
fulfilled the law. The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; You shall not 
murder; You shall not steal; You shall not covet”; and any other commandment, are 
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summed up in this word, “Love your neighbor as yourself.” Love does no wrong to a 
neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law.  Besides this, you know what 
time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is 
nearer to us now than when we became believers; the night is far gone, the day is 
near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; let us 
live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and 
licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.  
 

A: Word of God, Word of life. 
All: Thanks be to God! 
 

Please rise in body or spirit 
 

Gospel Acclamation   God’s Word is Our Great Heritage  #509 
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The Gospel 
 

P:  The Gospel according to Matthew. 
All:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Matthew 18:15-20 
 

“If another member of the church sins against you, go and point out the fault when 
the two of you are alone. If the member listens to you, you have regained that one. 
But if you are not listened to, take one or two others along with you, so that every 
word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. If the member 
refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if the offender refuses to listen 
even to the church, let such a one be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. Truly I 
tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you 
loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on 
earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. For 
where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.” 
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P:  The Gospel of the Lord. 
All:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Please be seated 
 

Sermon        Rev. Lori Nickoloff 
 

Following the sermon, there is a time of silence for reflection and quiet meditation. 
Our liturgy is made up not only of words, gestures, and music, but also moments of 
silence. 
 

As the hymn begins, the assembly stands to sing. 
 

Hymn of the Day:   God, When Human Bonds are Broken  #603 
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Apostle’s Creed 
 

A: Let us confess our faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 
All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
 the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the 
 third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the 
 right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the 
 dead.  
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 
 saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
 everlasting. Amen. 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

A:  We pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 
A brief silence. 
A:  How easily we keep a record of wrongs against us and hold them long after 

 most others have forgotten. Turn us back to the wonder of your amazing 
 grace and fill us with a desire to move forward in faith, freedom, and 
 forgiveness. Merciful God, 

All: hear our prayer. 
A:  The earth renews itself and creation is forgiving of the ills perpetrated upon 

 it. Hold us accountable to the charge of caring responsibly for all that you 
 have made and keep us mindful of the consequences of our actions. Merciful 
 God, 

All: hear our prayer. 
A:  Despite our constant changing and circling, you remain constant, and hold all 

 things in your hands. Give us a glimpse of eternity in your Spirit’s unfailing 
 presence with us and tune our hearts to your song of grace which spans the 
 ages. Merciful God, 
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All: hear our prayer. 
A:  There is healing in letting go, O God. May we discover the power there is in 

 forgiveness: restoring relationships with you, ourselves, and others. We lift 
 up in prayer today (especially…) and those we name silently in our hearts. 
 Merciful God, 

All: hear our prayer. 
Here other petitions may be offered. 
A:  Blessed are all your faithful servants of every time and place. May we see the 

 contemporary saints among us today, quietly doing your work and bringing 
 about your kingdom. Count us also among them, as we strive to faithfully 
 serve you all our days. Merciful God, 

All: hear our prayer. 
P:  Receive our prayers of thanksgiving, our requests for pardon, and our 

 longing for healing, O God. Hold us together in your wide embrace. For the 
 sake of Jesus.  

All: Amen. 
 

Sharing of Peace 
 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
All: And also with you. 
 

Please turn to the people near you to offer a gesture of peace and the greeting, "God's 
peace be with you!"  You are also encouraged to turn to the back of the sanctuary and 
greet the worshippers on Zoom with a wave or gesture of peace. 
 

Please be seated 
 

Offering  
 

This month our Local Hunger Offering will be given to Milly’s Pantry. 
 

Offertory Music    “I Will Arise and Go to Jesus"         Mark Hayes 
 

Please rise in body or spirit 
 

Offertory Hymn:   verse 3 of Praise and Thanksgiving   #689 
 

Father providing food for your children, by Wisdom’s guiding teach us to share 
one with another, so that, rejoicing with us all others may know your care 
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Offertory Prayer 
 

A: Our debts are many, O God. Yet we bring these gifts as a symbol of all we owe 
 to you, and to a world in need.  
All: Receive them with grace and use them to benefit those less fortunate 
 than ourselves, that all might come to know your abundance. Amen. 
 

We Share God’s Meal 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 
 

P: The Lord be with you. 
All: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
Al: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 
 places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our 
 Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by 
 his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, 
 with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 
 heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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P: Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In 
 great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick 
 and suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, 
 opened his arms to all. 
 

 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
 thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 
 body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
 saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 
 people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his 
 coming in glory. 
 

 Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who 
 share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to 
 whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever. 
All: Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
 come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
 daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
 trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
 evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 
 ever. Amen. 
 

Invitation to Communion 
 
P: Rejoice, for you have been forgiven! God pardons and releases you from the 
 burden of guilt and shame. Come now to the table of mercy, where you will 
 be fed on the bread and wine that strengthens and fortifies you to serve 
 another day. The meal has been prepared—come now and eat! 
All: Amen. 

 



 

 

14 

 

 

Lamb of God 

 

 
 

Hymns During Communion: 
 

Blest be the Tie That Binds     #656 
Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus     #802 
There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy    #588 
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Table Blessing 
 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 
his grace. 

All: Amen 
 

Prayer After Communion 
 

A: We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the 
healing power of this gift of life. 

All: In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and 
in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

 

We Leave to Serve 
 

Announcements 
 

Benediction 
 

P: As you go from here, may God, the source of all hope, infuse your lives with 
an abundance of joy and peace, so that, no matter what comes your way in 
the days ahead, your lives will overflow with confident hope, through the 
power of the Holy Spirit.   

All: Amen. 
 

Litany  
 

L:  God calls us into community with one another. 
All: But we do not always get along. 
L:  We are used to doing things our way, 
All: and we see it as the “right” way. 
L:  We can be hurtful, even if we don’t mean it. 
All: We need help seeing our own part. 
L:  Jesus offers practical advice for living together. 
All: Then offers something more profound. 
L:  He reminds us that whenever we are together, 
All: He is there in our midst. 
L:  We can agree whole-heartedly on that. 
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All: Our faith in Jesus unites us. 
L:  Let us focus on what we have in common, 
All: and commit ourselves to one another’s well-being, 
L:  knowing that Jesus is truly here among us, 
All: and wants us to live in mutual love. 
 

Having heard to word and shared the eucharist, we are sent to live our baptism 
through word and deeds, making known the love of Christ, and working for justice and 
peace in our families, communities and world.  
 

Please turn to follow the flame as it exists the sanctuary. 
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Sending Hymn:   Faith Begins by Letting Go   ACS#1004 

 

 

 

 
 

Sending 
A: Go in peace. Live in the way of Jesus Christ.                                                                                               
All: Thanks be to God! 
 

Postlude “When the Roll is Called up Yonder”  James Black, Mark Hayes 
 


