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WORSHIP NOTES 
 

Thank you for worshipping with us this morning.  We’re glad you’re here!  May you 
experience God’s love through the words you hear and sing, the meal you eat, and the 
fellowship of God’s people. 
 
Prayer Requests If you have a prayer request, please give a note to the ushers or 
send an email to Pastor Lori. 
 
Face Masks Just a friendly reminder…please wear a mask in the building if you have 
been exposed to someone with COVID-19/experiencing any kind of respiratory or 
flu-like symptoms. Masks are available on the table in the narthex in case you forget 
yours as home. Thank you! 
 
Holy Communion All are welcome to share in Christ’s meal of forgiveness and 
grace. Children who do not yet commune are welcome to come forward for a 
blessing. (If you feel your child is ready to receive or have additional questions, 
please speak with Pastor Lori.) Please come forward at the direction of the ushers. 
Wine is in the outer rings of the tray. Grape juice is in the center of the tray. Gluten-
free bread is available; please indicate your need to the pastor. 
 
Pew Cushions Are available on the pew in the back of the sanctuary.  
 
Hearing Assistance Individual hearing devices are available at the back of the 
sanctuary.  Please return the device at the end of worship so they can be sanitized.   
 

Service music reprinted from ELW Liturgies CD-ROM, copyright 2006 Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved. Used by permission 
of Augsburg Fortress license # 14997-LIT.) RCL Liturgy – Clergy Stuff used by permission. 
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We Worship God 
 

Welcome 
 

Prelude  “Eternal Father Strong to Save” arranged by Phillip Keveren 

Please rise in body or spirit 
 

Call to Worship 
 

P:  Let us find our strength in God,  
All:  Seeking our creator continually. 
P:  Remember all the amazing things God has done: 
All:  the miracles and wise decrees, 
P:  delivering people from famine, 
All:  and teaching wisdom to the elders. 
 

Confession and Forgiveness  
 

P:  We confess our sins before God and one another. 
Pause for silence and reflection. 
P:  Patient God, 
All:  you have taught us all we need to be your faithful people. And yet we 

 persist in going our own way, doing our own thing, and minding our own 
 business when we ought to be about the business of your kingdom. 
 Forgive our selfish neglect of others and bring us back into wholeness 
 with our brothers and sisters. Amen. 

P:  God is merciful, patient, kind and forgiving. We have been pardoned for all that 
 we have done, and all that we have overlooked. May we give now as we have 
 received: generously and extravagantly, in the way of our loving teacher, savior 
 and friend. 

All:  Amen. 

 

The prelude is a time for people to become quiet, to meditate and pray, and to prepare their 

hearts and minds to worship God. You are invited to pray this prayer to help you transition 

from the cares and activities of daily life to worshipping the Living God: God of grace, you 

have given us minds to know you, hearts to love you, and voices to sing your praise. Fill 

us with your Spirit, that we may celebrate your glory and worship you in spirit and 

truth, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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Gathering Hymn:   O God, Our Help is Ages Past    #632 

 

 

 

 
 

Greeting 
 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 

All:  And also with you.  
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Hymn of Praise:    Give to Our God Immortal Praise  #848 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of the Day 
 

P:  Loving God, 
All:  when we are tempted to be afraid your hand is right there to calm us. 

 Show us that we have no reason for fear, as you have promised to be with 
 us forever, for the sake of Jesus our savior. Amen. 

 

Please be seated 
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We Hear God’s Word 
 

Prayer for Illumination 
 

A:  Good and gracious God,  
All:  as we turn to your Word, help us to be steadfast in our hearing, in our 
 speaking, in our believing and in our living. Amen 
 

Psalm 105:1-6, 16-22, 45b 
 

A:  O give thanks to the Lord, call on his name, make known his deeds among the 
 peoples.  

All:  Sing to him, sing praises to him; tell of all his wonderful works.  
A:  Glory in his holy name; let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice.  
All:  Seek the Lord and his strength; seek his presence continually.  
A:  Remember the wonderful works he has done, his miracles, and the judgments he 

 uttered, O offspring of his servant Abraham, children of Jacob, his chosen ones.  
All:  When he summoned famine against the land, and broke every staff of 

 bread, he had sent a man ahead of them, Joseph, who was sold as a slave.  
A:  His feet were hurt with fetters, his neck was put in a collar of iron; until what he 

 had said came to pass, the word of the Lord kept testing him.  
All:  The king sent and released him; the ruler of the peoples set him free.  
A:  He made him lord of his house, and ruler of all his possessions, to instruct his 

 officials at his pleasure, and to teach his elders wisdom.  
All:  Praise the Lord!  
 

Romans 10:5-15 
 

Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that “the person 
who does these things will live by them.” But the righteousness that comes from faith 
says, “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’” (that is, to bring Christ 
down) “or ‘Who will descend into the abyss?’” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). 
But what does it say? “The word is near you, on your lips and in your heart” (that is, the 
word of faith that we proclaim); because if you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord 
and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For one 
believes with the heart and so is justified, and one confesses with the mouth and so is 
saved. The scripture says, “No one who believes in him will be put to shame.” For there 
is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to 
all who call on him. For, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 
But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how are they to 
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believe in one of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without 
someone to proclaim him? And how are they to proclaim him unless they are sent? As it 
is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!”  
 

A: Word of God, Word of life. 
All: Thanks be to God! 
 

Please rise in body or spirit 
 

Gospel Acclamation   Lord, Let My Heart be Good Soil  #512 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Gospel 
 

P:  The Gospel according to Matthew. 
All:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Matthew 14:22-33 
 

Immediately he made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other side, 
while he dismissed the crowds. And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up the 
mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, but by this time 
the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against them. 
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And early in the morning he came walking toward them on the sea. But when the 
disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And 
they cried out in fear. But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I; 
do not be afraid.” Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on 
the water.” He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, 
and came toward Jesus. But when he noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, 
and beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” Jesus immediately reached out his 
hand and caught him, saying to him, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?” When they 
got into the boat, the wind ceased. And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly 
you are the Son of God.” 
 

P:  The Gospel of the Lord. 
All:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Please be seated 
 

Sermon        Rev. Lori Nickoloff 
 

Following the sermon, there is a time of silence for reflection and quiet meditation. 
Our liturgy is made up not only of words, gestures, and music, but also moments of silence. 
 

As the hymn begins, the assembly stands to sing. 
 

Hymn of the Day:    My Life Flows on in Endless Song   #763 
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Affirmation of Faith 
 

A:  Let us affirm our faith with this brief statement of faith. 
All:  In a broken and fearful world, the Spirit gives us courage to pray 
 without ceasing, to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and 
 Savior, to unmask idolatries in Church and culture, to hear the voices of 
 peoples long silenced, and to work with others for justice, freedom and 
 peace.  
 

 In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ 
 in our daily tasks and to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for 
 God’s new heaven and new earth, praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!” Amen. 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

A:  We pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 
A brief silence. 
A:  O God, you are as near to us as a whisper, and yet so often we forget or neglect to 

 call on you. Show us your presence in the world around us: in the eyes of our 
 neighbors, the beauty of nature, and acts of love from strangers. May we be the 
 same blessing to others that we long to receive from you. Loving God,  

All:  hear our prayer. 
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A:  You are committed to renewing us, along with all of creation, even when we act 
 destructively toward the planet and its inhabitants. Bring us to repentance for all 
 we have done, and show us all we could be doing to be your partners in global 
 renewal. Loving God,  

All:  hear our prayer. 
A:  You see no distinction of class, culture or tradition, O God. Teach us to look 

 through your impartial eyes, being compassionate and generous toward all. 
 Loving God,  

All:  hear our prayer. 
A:  Be present with your children around the world who have been abducted; 

 comfort and protect them, strengthen their anguished parents, and empower all 
 those committed to getting them home again. We ask your blessings of healing to 
 all those who suffer, (especially…) and those we name silently in our hearts.
 Loving God,     

All:  hear our prayer. 
Here other petitions may be offered. 
A:  Your servant Joseph kept the faith despite betrayal by his brothers and being 

 sold into slavery. Encourage us when we feel that others have wronged us, 
 showing us how you can use any situation for good. Loving God,  

All:  hear our prayer. 
P:  Receive the prayers of your people, and provide us with all we need, in Jesus’ 

 name.  
All:  Amen. 
 

Sharing of Peace 
 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
All: And also with you. 
 

Please turn to the people near you to offer a gesture of peace and the greeting, "God's 
peace be with you!"  You are also encouraged to turn to the back of the sanctuary and 
greet the worshippers on Zoom with a wave or gesture of peace. 
 

Please be seated 
 

Offering  
 

This month our Local Hunger Offering will be given to The nursing home and jail 
chaplain ministries through The Council of Churches. 
 

Offertory Music    “Lied ohna worte"  Felix Mendelssohn  
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Please rise in body or spirit 
 

Offertory Hymn:    verse 1 of Lord of Light    #688 
 

Lord of light, your name outshining all the stars and suns of space, 
use our talents in your kingdom as the servants of your grace; 
use us to fulfill your purpose in the gift of Christ your Son: 
Father, as in highest heaven, so on earth your will be done. 
 

Offertory Prayer 
 

A: The world needs to hear the proclamation of the gospel that we have to offer, 
 through words and acts of love.  
All: Accept these gifts as our tribute to your great mercy and compassion for us 
 and all your children. Amen. 
 

We Share God’s Meal 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 
 

P:   The Lord be with you.  
All:   And also with you. 
P:   Lift up your hearts. 
All:   We lift them to the Lord. 
P:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.     
All:   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

P: It is right to lift our hearts to you, Almighty God, for your Spirit brooded over the 
 waters before the foundation of the world… … and all the company of heaven, 
 singing the hymn of your unending praise. 
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P: We thank and praise you, Lord God, because in Jesus you come to us, call us to 
you, lift us up when we fear and fail and fall, and stay with us through the 
storm… … Great is the mystery of faith. 

All: Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
P: Everlasting God, you promise us the righteousness that comes from faith, and 

you assure us that everyone who calls upon your name will be saved.  Be close to 
all who struggle to believe, make yourself known to any who are called to 
proclaim, and bless the ones you have sent.  Visit those who are hungry: be 
among as the bread of life.  Comfort any who are thirsty: restore them with your 
foundation of living water.  Strengthen all who are at sea in the trails and travails 
of life: come to them across the waters and make your home with them.  We 
pray in union with Christ in the power of your Holy Spirit, who helps us in our 
weakness, and intercedes with sighs too deep for words, Father of all, now and 
forever. 

All: Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer   
 

P:  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.  
All:   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
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thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  
Amen. 

 

Eucharistic Invitation 
 

P: No one who believes in you will be put to shame, O God. Lift up your children 
 as we gather at this table. Strengthen us for our journey and give us courage 
 to follow where you will lead us. Let us come now to the feast of love! 
All:  Amen. 
 

Please be seated 
 

In This Feast of Love       ACS#962 
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Hymns During Communion: 
 

Precious Lord, Take My Hand     #773 
Eternal Father, Strong to Save    #756 (requested hymn) 
We Walk by Faith      #635 
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Table Blessing 
 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace. 

All: Amen 
 

Prayer After Communion 
 

A:  Jesus, Bread of life, 
All:  we have received from your table more than we could ever ask. As you 
 have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love the world  with 
 your own life. In your name we pray. Amen. 
 

We Leave to Serve 
 

Announcements 
 

Benediction 
 

P:  Go confidently into the world knowing that God loves you, Jesus forgives you 
 and the Holy Spirit guides you both now and into eternity. 
All:  Amen. 
 

Litany  
 

L:  Just as the disciples left Jesus on the shore, 
All:  we often set out on our own, not thinking to take Jesus with us. 
L:  Just as the storm blew up on the sea, 
All:  storms catch us unaware in our lives, leaving us terrified. 
L:  Just as the disciples thought Jesus was a ghost, 
All:  we do not believe what we see when Jesus comes to us. 
L:  Just as Peter’s faith failed him, and he began to sink, 
All:  we become mired in doubt and sink into despair. 
L:  Just as Jesus reached out to Peter, 
All:  Jesus reaches out to us and pulls us from our fear. 
L:  Just as Jesus calmed the storm, 
All:  Jesus calms our hearts and brings us peace. 
L:  No matter what we face, Jesus will always meet us in the boat. 
All:  Thanks be to God! 
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Having heard to word and shared the eucharist, we are sent to live our baptism through 
word and deeds, making known the love of Christ, and working for justice and peace in our 
families, communities and world.  
 

Please turn to follow the flame as it exists the sanctuary. 
 

Sending Hymn:   Here on Jesus Christ I Will Stand  ACS#1024 
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Sending 
 

A: Go in peace. Live and love in the way of Jesus Christ.  
All: Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude   “Allegretto in C minor”  Franz Schubert 
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