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From Pastor Lori 
 
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth 
had passed away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, the new 
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned 
for her husband…And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am 
making all things new.”      Revelation 21:1-2, 5 
 
Dear Siblings in Christ, 
 
I’ve been thinking about my list of New Year’s resolutions, and I’ve discovered 
that it is basically the same list I had last year, and the year before that, and the 
year before that. There is no “new thing” on my list that I haven’t tried before. 
 
It’s easy to fall into the trap of thinking that God uses the same list year after year 
and that God will always do things the way they have always been done. Yet, the 
verses from Revelation that are listed above remind us that God is in the 
business of ‘newness’. This shouldn’t surprise us. Scripture makes it clear that 
God is willing to risk, to dare, to think (and do) outside the box. God is always 
willing to do something new! And God wants us to be open to that new thing 
offered to us. To be open to that new person who will enhance our life. To be 
open to that new challenge which will make us grow. To be open to that new 
opportunity we will have to serve. 
 
So, let’s tear up all our old, dated lists, and be open to the one new thing (there 
may be more, but let’s start with one!) that God will do for us, to us and through 
us in 2026. 
 
New Year’s blessings, 
Pastor Lori 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 



Faith Formation 

 

Faith Formation this Epiphany 
 
Join us this Epiphany for a six-session study that delves into what it means for 
heaven to come to earth by studying Jesus’ words, his way of life, and the 
manner in which he loved. Discover how we are the change agents Jesus is 
calling to make the kingdom of heaven a reality here on earth. 
 
Sessions meet on Wednesday mornings from 10:30 – noon beginning on 
January 7th and on Sundays from 8:30-9:30 beginning January 11th. You 
choose the day that works best for you! Talk to Pastor Lori if you are interested in 
participating in this study or if you have any questions about Faith Formation at 
St. Paul’s. 
 
 

Social Ministry 

 
Hunger Offering for January 

 

For I was hungry, and you gave me something to eat, I was 
thirsty, and you gave me something to drink. I was a stranger 

and you welcomed me in. Matthew 25:35 
 

Each month we collect an offering to help feed hungry and 
hurting people who live in the Penn Yan area and around the 
world. Sixty percent of the offering is used to combat world 

hunger. Forty percent is given to a local organization to help them “nourish” 
people physically, emotionally or spiritually. This month, the local portion will be 
given to The Living Well. 
 

Your offering can be placed in the offering plate or mailed directly to church. 
Please designate the amount you want to give on the “Hunger” line of your 
envelope or by writing “Hunger Offering” on the memo line of your check. 
Thank you for helping to care for our neighbors near and far! 



Sharing Shed January 2026 
 

We can't thank you enough for the support which you continue to give to The 
Sharing Shed whether it be monetary, bringing in needed items, shopping, or 
filling The Shed...many of you are involved and showing the generosity which St. 
Paul's disciples are known for. 
 
We continue to need the following: Large boxes of cereal; oatmeal; hearty 
soups and stews; and fruit. The kids love cookies, cheese and crackers, small 
bags of chips and pretzels, granola bars, and fruit snacks. For a bit of a variety 
packages of cocoa and microwave popcorn would be nice for the winter. 
 
Again, thank you for your help in reaching out to others. 
 
 

Worship 
 

January News from the Pews 
 

 

A new year is upon us and we continue to have much to be thankful for. 
Worshipping together each week is a blessing. Pastor Lori and the worship team 
put a great deal of time and thought into Sunday Morning Worship Services. We 
do our best to blend lessons and music around a central theme for the day, 
knowing that we all have different ways of hearing and remembering the 
message of the day. 
 
Sunday January 4      The Festival of Epiphany 
Epiphany means "appearance or manifestation". It marks 12 days after 
Christmas and many call it "Three Kings Day". Today marks the day when 
Western Civilization recognizes Christ's manifestation of the Gentiles. The Magi 
visited the Christ child and showed how God's gift of the Good News is for 
everyone. 
Isaiah 60:1-6  Psalm 72:1-7  Ephesians 3:1-12  Matthew 2:1-12 
HOD Songs of Thankfulness and Praise ELW 310 
 
 
 



Sunday January 11     Baptism of our Lord 
In the waters of the Jordan, Jesus is revealed as the beloved Son of God. Jesus 
fulfills all righteousness and becomes the servant of God who will bring justice 
and be a light to the world. Our baptismal mission is to proclaim the good news to 
all who are oppressed or in need of God's healing. 
Isaiah 42:1-9  Psalm 29   Acts 10:34-43  Matthew 3:13-17 
HOD: Christ, For When for Us You Were Baptized ELW 304 
 
Sunday January 18     Second Sunday after Epiphany 
Today's Gospel opens with further reflection on Jesus' baptism. He is the Lamb 
of God who takes away the sin of the world and the one anointed by the Spirit. 
Christ is revealed to us in word and meal. we are to go out and invite others to 
come and worship, receiving grace and peace. 
Isaiah 49:1-7  Psalm 40:1-11  1Corinthians 1:1-9   John 1:29-42 
HOD: You, Lord, Are Both Lamb and Shepherd ACS 954 
 
January 25       Third Sunday after Epiphany 
Jesus begins his public ministry by calling fishers to leave their nets and follow 
him. In Jesus the Kingdom of God has come near. Light dawns for us around the 
font and the holy table. We are sent to share the good news. 
Isaiah 9:1-4   Psalm 27:1, 4-9  1 Corinthians 1:10-18 Matthew 4:12-23 
HOD: Will You Come and Follow Me ELW 798 
 
Worship Components for January 11-February 8, 2026 
 
There will be a few things that are different during worship being in January 
during the Epiphany Season which goes through February 8, 2026. 
 
We will be using the Thanksgiving for Baptism rather than The Confession. The 
baptismal font will be up front during this time. As you can see in our lessons, 
baptism is an important theme during this time. Our Hymn of Praise will be ELW 
456: Baptized in Water. Our Gospel Acclamation will come from ACS 976 called 
"Come and See". For the Offertory Hymn we will sing just verse 3 of As with 
Gladness Men of Old which is ELW hymn 362. 
 
Join us for worship and feel God's presence in your life centered around the font 
and the table. We are blessed to be a blessing to others. 
 
 



Worship Leadership 
 
  

1/4 1/11 1/18 1/25 

Assisting 
Ministers 

Elaine 
Gleason 

 Whitney 
Booth 

 

Ushers (2) Brian and 
Karen 
Fitzpatrick 

Brian and 
Karen 
Fitzpatrick 

Todd 
Christensen 
and Dan 
Malte 

Todd 
Christensen 
and Dan Malte 

Greeters Michael 
Schultz  

Dan Malte  Michael Schultz 

Readers  Karen 
Fitzpatrick 

Cathy Booth Bonnie Schultz 

Altar  
Guild  

    

Sound 
Board 

Les Wood Charlene 
Nielsen 

Les Wood Charlene 
Nielsen 

Computer 
  

Various 
Volunteers 

Various 
Volunteers 

Various 
Volunteers 

Various 
Volunteers 

Counters  Les Wood 
and Dorothy 
Oswald  

Clem Nielsen Les Wood  

 

 
 

Congregational Care 
 

Winter Weather Updates 
 

When the weather is questionable or if a weather warning 
has been issued by the National Weather Service/Sherriff’s 
Department, please check your email to see if in person 
worship has been cancelled and to access the Zoom link. If 
you do not have an email address, you will receive a 
telephone call to inform you of the closure. 

 



Church Directory 
 

Church directories are a wonderful tool for contacting other 
members. An updated directory will be available by the end of 
January.  Keep on an eye on the weekly announcements to see 
when you can pick up an updated copy. 
 

 
 

 “Shower” Each Other with Messages of Love 
 

Each month, we “shower” someone from our St. Paul’s family 

with messages of encouragement. This month we are showering 

Guy and Kathy Christiansen. Their address is: 1466 Quenan 

Road, Penn Yan, New York 14527. Please take a moment to 

send Guy and Kathy a note to remind them of God’s faithfulness 

and love. 

 

Coffee Hour 
 

ATTENTION!!!….Now that I have your attention….conversing 

after church seems to be what we like to do!  We could have 

simple coffee hours when Parish Life does not have one. If you 

would like to sign up for hosting a coffee hour, there is a brown 

sign up sheet across from the office.  Anyone available from our 

committee would help.  Their names are listed at the bottom of 

the sign up sheet. We hope to have many more occasions to 

stay connected! 

 

Thank you! 

Barb Simon 

 
 
 

 
 



 
JANUARY BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 

    

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Check Out the Puzzle Shelf! 
 
If you’re looking for a way to help pass the cold hours of winter, check out our 
puzzle shelf in the fellowship hall, which has been relocated to the white shelving 
unit next to the back door. We have a large assortment of puzzles ranging from 
300 – 1000 pieces. Feel free to take one home and either return it to church for 
someone else to use or pass it on to a friend. Donations are always welcome and 
appreciated. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Anniversaries 
26 – Don & Amy Stewart (41) 
 

Birthdays  
9 – Gale Jensen 
13 – Paul Enos 
16 – Candice Fitzpatrick 
25 – Katie Nissen 
31 – Dan Malte 
 



Reminders 

 
Prayer Requests in Public Places 

 
Prayer is an important part of our faith. It is one of the ways we support each 
other during times of illness, crisis and grief. This is a faithful and powerful 
practice. Our intentions are often in the best place.  However, some people 
prefer to keep their situation private. If you would like to include someone on the 
prayer list in the bulletin, during worship or through an email, please ask for their 
permission to make it public.  Thank you.  
 
 

Office Hours for the Month of January 
 

Jennifer is in the office on most Tuesdays and Thursdays 

from 10 am to 2 pm.  Be sure to check the 

announcements for any changes. 

 

 

Community Events 

  

Community Prayer Service 
 

 

The next Community Prayer Service will be on Tuesday, January 6th at 12:15 pm.  
The focus for this service will be Epiphany.   

 



Volunteer Want Ads 
 

Habitat for Humanity 
Provide lunch for the Saturday workers 
Call Les Wood at. 315-335-6618 
 
The Living Well 
Various opportunities to support the programs that serve adults and children in 
need in our community. 
Call Kim Dean at 315-536-0838 
 
Penn Yan Community Café 
Help prepare and serve meals to the community on the second and last Tuesday 
of every month. 
Call Carolyn Benedict at 315-719-8540 
 
Yates Christmas Program 
Provides a program to ensure that no child in Penn Yan and Dundee School 
Districts goes without during the holiday season. Donate items, help distribute 
items, bell ringing 
Call Donna Johnston at 315-750-0862 
 
Literacy Volunteers 
Volunteer to tutor, help as an office volunteer.  Literacy Volunteers serves both 
native English speakers and those learning English as a second language.  
Tutoring is done in English, no foreign language skill is required.  Tutors receive 
free training and ongoing staff support as they work one-on-one with learners.  
Office volunteers provide a variety of support to staff.  Call 315-536-6799. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Thank You Notes 
 

Dear Siblings in Christ, 
 

Thank you for the generous gift you gave me this Christmas. Once again, I am 
overwhelmed by the many ways you selflessly share your time and resources in the 
community and at St. Paul's. I am blessed to be a recipient of your kindness and 
generosity. Blessings on the New Year! 
 

Grace and peace, 
Pastor Lori 
 

 
 
 
 
Thank you for the extremely generous Christmas gift. My family and I greatly 
appreciate you all thinking of us. Jennifer Gross 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Dear friends at St. Paul’s Church, 
 
Many, many thanks to all of you who sent two car loads of Christmas gifts to the 
nursing home this past Sunday!  The staff organizing this year’s Christmas party 
sends their gratitude with each load we deliver.  They have stressed that without 
this help from the Penn Yan churches, they could not have done this.  Of course, 
those receiving your gifts will be even more grateful and happy. 
 
Wishing you a blessed and peaceful Christmas, 
Astuti (Council of Churches Chaplain at The Homestead and The Manor Skilled 
Nursing Facilities. 
 
 



 
 



 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH STAFF 
 

Rev. Lori Nickoloff – Pastor  585-749-4856  
Jennifer Gross – Admin. Assist.   315-536-8165 
Peter Hutchings –Music Director             315-536-8165 
Cathy Booth – Sexton                         607-522-4821 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEWS FOR THE FEBRUARY 2026 EPISTLE IS DUE JANUARY 19TH  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


