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WORSHIP NOTES 
 

Thank you for worshipping with us this morning.  We’re glad you’re here!  May you 
experience God’s love through the words you hear and sing, the meal you eat, and the 
fellowship of God’s people. 
 
Prayer Requests If you have a prayer request, please give a note to the ushers or 
send an email to Pastor Lori. 
 
Face Masks Just a friendly reminder…please wear a mask in the building if you have 
been exposed to someone with COVID-19/experiencing any kind of respiratory or 
flu-like symptoms. Masks are available on the table in the narthex in case you forget 
yours as home. Thank you! 
 
Holy Communion All are welcome to share in Christ’s meal of forgiveness and 
grace. Children who do not yet commune are welcome to come forward for a 
blessing. (If you feel your child is ready to receive or have additional questions, 
please speak with Pastor Lori.) Please come forward at the direction of the ushers. 
Wine is in the outer rings of the tray. Grape juice is in the center of the tray. Gluten-
free bread is available; please indicate your need to the pastor. 
 
Pew Cushions Are available on the pew in the back of the sanctuary.  
 
Hearing Assistance Individual hearing devices are available at the back of the 
sanctuary.  Please return the device at the end of worship so they can be sanitized.   
 

Service music reprinted from ELW Liturgies CD-ROM, copyright 2006 Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved. Used by permission 
of Augsburg Fortress license # 14997-LIT.) RCL Liturgy – Clergy Stuff used by permission.  New Revised Standard Version Bible. 
copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  

Used by permission.  All rights reserved.   
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We Worship God 
 

Welcome 
 

Prelude   “With Peace and Joy”   Dietrich Buxtehude 

 

Please rise in body or spirit 
 

Call to Worship 
 

P:  Be strong and do not fear! 
All:  God will come and save us! 
P:  The blind will see! 
All: The deaf will hear! 
P:  The thirsty will be satisfied, 
All: And all God’s ransomed will return home. 
 

Confession and Forgiveness  
 

P:  With humility we confess our sins before God and one another. 
Pause for silence and reflection. 
P:  God of promise and hope,  
All: so often we fall short, failing to be all that you have created us to be. We 

 pester you with questions, “Why?” and “Where are you?” We lack faith 
 in your promises of deliverance and hope. Forgive us for all that we 
 have done to harm you, others, and ourselves. Walk with us in the time 
 of Advent, so that through our journey we may be made clean. 

P:  Our holy God knows we are weak, frail creatures. Yet God loves us and 
 refuses to give up on us. Because of God’s persistence we are made new again 

The prelude is a time for people to become quiet, to meditate and pray, and to prepare 

their hearts and minds to worship God. You are invited to pray this prayer to help you 

transition from the cares and activities of daily life to worshipping the Living God: God 

of grace, you have given us minds to know you, hearts to love you, and voices to sing 

your praise. Fill us with your Spirit, that we may celebrate your glory and worship 

you in spirit and truth, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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 and again. Receive today the entire forgiveness of all your sins. Walk with 
 God on your human journey, for the sake of Jesus Christ, our savior and 
 friend.  

All: Amen. 
 

Gathering Hymn:  Now the Heavens Start to Whisper   ACS#901 
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Greeting 
 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 

All: And also with you.  
 

Prayer of the Day 
 

P:  Loving God,  
All: Your promise is that all who need you most will be blessed. Make us 

 proclaimers, along with your messenger John, of the gracious gift you 
 have given us in Jesus Christ, our coming savior. Amen. 

 

Please be seated 
 

Lighting of Advent Wreath 
 

R: With Isaiah we long for the redemption of creation, when the desert will 
bloom and all that God has made will live in peace. 

(light candle 1) 
All:  We light this first candle as a sign of our hope for peace on Earth. 

(light candle 2) 
R:  We light this second candle as a sign of our faith in your justice. 



 
 

6 
 

 

(light candle 3) 
All: We light this third candle as a sign of our trust in your healing. 
 

Hymn   We are Waiting for Jesus   ACS 905 

 

 

 

 

 
 

We Hear God’s Word 
 

Prayer for Illumination 
 

A: Speak to us, Lord, 
All: in the waiting, the watching, the hoping, the longing, the sorrow, the 
 sighing and the rejoicing. Speak to us by your Word in these Advent 
 days, and walk with us until the day of your coming. Amen. 
 

— written by Rev. Andy James, First Presbyterian Church of Whitestone, New York, and posted on the LiturgyLink website.   

 

http://liturgylink.wordpress.com/
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Isaiah 35:1-10 
 

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom; 
like the crocus it shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing. The 
glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They shall 
see the glory of the Lord, the majesty of our God. Strengthen the weak hands, and 
make firm the feeble knees. Say to those who are of a fearful heart, “Be strong, do 
not fear! Here is your God. He will come with vengeance, with terrible recompense. 
He will come and save you.” Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears 
of the deaf unstopped; then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the 
speechless sing for joy. For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams 
in the desert; the burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs 
of water; the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, the grass shall become reeds 
and rushes. A highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Holy Way; the 
unclean shall not travel on it, but it shall be for God’s people; no traveler, not even 
fools, shall go astray. No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on 
it; they shall not be found there, but the redeemed shall walk there. And the 
ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy 
shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and 
sighing shall flee away.  
 

Psalm 146:5-10 
 

A:  Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the Lord 
 their God,  

All: who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them; who keeps 
 faith forever; who executes justice for the oppressed; who gives food to 
 the hungry. The Lord sets the prisoners free; the Lord opens the eyes of 
 the blind. The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down; the Lord loves 
 the righteous.  

A:  The Lord watches over the strangers; he upholds the orphan and the widow, 
 but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin.  

All: The Lord will reign forever, your God, O Zion, for all generations. Praise 
 the Lord!  
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James 5:7-10 
 

Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the 
precious crop from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the early and the 
late rains. You also must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the 
Lord is near. Beloved, do not grumble against one another, so that you may not be 
judged. See, the Judge is standing at the doors! As an example of suffering and 
patience, beloved, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord.  
 

A: Word of God, Word of life. 
All: Thanks be to God! 
 

Please rise in body or spirit 
 

Gospel Acclamation    (verse 2 of O Come, O Come, Emmanuel) 
 

O come, O Wisdom from on high, embracing all things far and nigh; 
in strength and beauty come and stay; teach us your will and guide our way. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to your, O Israel. 
 

The Gospel 
 

P:  The Gospel according to Matthew. 
All:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Matthew 11:2-11 
 

When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his 
disciples and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for 
another?” Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: the blind 
receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead 
are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. And blessed is anyone 
who takes no offense at me.” As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds 
about John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by 
the wind? What then did you go out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, 
those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. What then did you go out to see? A 
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prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. This is the one about whom it is 
written, ‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way 
before you.’ Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater 
than John the Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.  
 

P:  The Gospel of the Lord. 
All:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Please be seated 
 

Sermon        Rev. Lori Nickoloff 
 

Following the sermon, there is a time of silence for reflection and quiet meditation. 
Our liturgy is made up not only of words, gestures, and music, but also moments of 
silence. 
 

As the hymn begins, the assembly stands to sing. 
 

Hymn of the Day:  Christ, Be Our Light    #715 
 

Advent Credo 
 

A:  Please join me in expressing our faith through this Advent Credo. 
 It is not true that creation and the human family are doomed to destruction 
 and loss— 
All: This is true: For God so loved the world that He gave his only begotten 
 Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have everlasting 
 life; 
A: It is not true that we must accept inhumanity and discrimination, hunger and 
 poverty, death and destruction— 
All: This is true: I have come that they may have life, and that abundantly. 
A: It is not true that violence and hatred should have the last word, and that war 
 and destruction rule forever— 
All: This is true: Unto us a child is born, unto us a Son is given, and the 
 government shall be upon his shoulder, his name shall be called 
 wonderful councilor, mighty God, the Everlasting, the Prince of peace. 
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A: It is not true that we are simply victims of the powers of evil who seek to rule 
 the world— 
All: This is true: To me is given authority in heaven and on earth, and lo I am 
 with you, even until the end of the world. 
A: It is not true that we have to wait for those who are specially gifted, who are 
 the prophets of the Church before we can be peacemakers— 
All: This is true: I will pour out my spirit on all flesh and your sons and 
 daughters shall prophesy, your young men shall see visions and your old 
 men shall have dreams. 
A: It is not true that our hopes for liberation of humankind, of justice, of human 
 dignity of peace are not meant for this earth and for this history— 
All: This is true: The hour comes, and it is now, that the true worshipers shall 
 worship God in spirit and in truth. 
A: So let us journey through Advent in hope, even hope against hope.  
All: Let us see visions of love and peace and justice. Let us affirm with 
 humility, with joy, with faith, with courage: Jesus Christ—the life of the 
 world. Amen. 
 

~ written by Allan Boesak, in Walking on Thorns (Eerdmans, 2004). Posted on Journey with Jesus. http://www.journeywithjesus.net/poemsandprayers/ 

 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

A:  We pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 
A brief silence. 
A:  As John and Jesus supported one another in their Gospel ministry, so may we 

 partner with our brothers and sisters in Christ, that all may know God’s love 
 through what we say and do. God of justice,  

All: hear our prayer. 
A:  As farmers wait patiently for rains to nourish their crops, trusting that the 

 earth will yield its harvest in good time, so give us a vision that transcends 
 this moment in time. May we wait for the coming of your kingdom in the 
 assurance that your promises are trustworthy. God of justice,  

All: hear our prayer. 
A:  Even though the earth may sleep, life still rests underground, preparing for a 

 new season of growth. Build hope deep within our hearts that will blossom 
 when it is ready, and teach us to tell others of the joy which lives inside us. 
 God of justice,  

http://www.journeywithjesus.net/poemsandprayers/
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All: hear our prayer. 
A:  In the midst of pain, loss or illness it can be difficult to feel your presence, O 

 God. Comfort those who need it most, (especially…) and those we name 
 silently in our hearts. God of justice,  

All: hear our prayer. 
Here other petitions may be offered. 
A:  The prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord are indeed our example of 

 suffering and patience. Give us a measure of their commitment to truth, that 
 we might share in their reward when we join them in your kingdom. God of 
 justice,  

All: hear our prayer. 
P:  We offer these prayers to you, O God, even as we wait with anticipation for 

 the coming of your mercy, made visible to us in your son, Jesus Christ.  
All: Amen. 
 

Sharing of Peace 
 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
All: And also to you. 
 

Please turn to the people near you to offer a gesture of peace and the greeting, "God's 
peace be with you!"  You are also encouraged to turn to the back of the sanctuary and 
greet the worshippers on Zoom with a wave or gesture of peace. 
 

Please be seated 
 

Offering  
 

This month our Local Hunger Offering will be given to Yates County Food 
Program/ProAction. 
 

Offertory Music    “Is Your Heart Prepared for a King?”  Robert Lau 
 

Please rise in body or spirit 
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Offertory Hymn (verse 3 of Unexpected and Mysterious, sung to tune of Hymn of 
Joy) 
 

We are called to ponder myst’ry and await the coming Christ, 
To embody God’s compassion for each fragile human life, 
God is with us in our longing to bring healing to the earth, 
While we watch with joy and wonder for the promised Savior’s birth. 
 

Offertory Prayer 
 

A: God, you lift up all who are weighted down by the world.  
All: Pattern our lives after your principles, that we may give generously and 
 receive humbly. Take these gifts which we now offer, and use them for 
 the work of your Spirit in the world. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

We Share God’s Meal 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 
 

P:   The Lord be with you.  
All:   And also with you. 
P:   Lift up your hearts. 
All:   We lift them to the Lord. 
P:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.     
All:   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

P: Blessed are you, Lord God of time and eternity, for you have opened the eyes 
 of the blind and unstopped the ears of the deaf; you have made the lame leap 
 like a deer and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy… … And so our souls 
 magnify you, with angels and archangels and all the company of heaven, 
 singing the hymn of your unending praise. 
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P: God of blessing, in Jesus you fill the hungry with good things... … Great is the 
 mystery of faith. 
All: Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
P: Delivering God, we call on you to fulfill your Advent promise.  May waters 
 break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; make a highway on 
 which no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray.  Bring home those who are 
 in exile; fill their hearts with singing and shower their heads with everlasting 
 joy.  Unite your church, clothe us with the fruits of your Spirit, and fill us with 
 the hope of Advent, the substance of things hoped for and the knowledge of 
 things unseen, until all bow before your throne and worship in your glory, 
 ever one God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
All: Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer   
 

P:  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.  
All:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
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trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 
ever. Amen. 

 

Eucharistic Invitation 
 

P: O God, you give food to all who hunger. May we be filled with mercy at your 
 table and ignited with passion to go out and feed your flocks—not only with 
 bread, but with your word and your Spirit. Let us come and share the feast of 
 the forgiven! 
All:  Amen. 
 

Please be seated 
 

Lamb of God 

 

 
 

Hymns During Communion: 
 

Open Your Ears, O Faithful People    #519 
He Came Down      #253 
Hark, the Glad Sound      #239 
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Table Blessing 
 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 
his grace. 

All: Amen 
 

Prayer After Communion: 
 

A: Generous God, 
All: we thank you for the gift of life, for the bread of salvation. We thank you 
 for coming among us, for leading us into peace. We thank you for 
 showering us with mercy, for sending us into the world. Come, Lord 
 Jesus, and go with us as we feed the hungry in your name. Amen 

 

We Leave to Serve 
 

Announcements 
 

Blessing   
 

P:  There is a world out there that is oversupplied with theories and technology 
 but drastically undersupplied with hope. You however, like Christ, are 
 tomorrow’s people, those who know the future is pregnant with promise and 
 hope. Go and live out your hope graciously and courageously.  The grace of 
 Christ Jesus who is the same today, yesterday and forever, will lead you to 
 the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, and then take you on to 
 those tasks and joys which will prepare you for the greater glory which is to 
 come. 
All:  Amen! 
 

~ written by Bruce Prewer, and posted on Bruce Prewer’s Home Page. http://www.bruceprewer.com/ 

 

Please stand to sing the hymn and turn to face the flame as it exits the church 
 

Sending Hymn:    People Look East    #248 
 

http://www.bruceprewer.com/
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Sending 
 

A: Go in peace. Live and love in the way of Jesus! 
All: Thanks be to God! 
 

Postlude   “Joy to the World”    Mark Hayes 

Hymn Notes “Christ, Be Our Light” ELW 715 

Bernadette Farrell (1957-) is a British composer and hymn writer. Her texts are 
scripturally based, and her music is drawn from British choral tradition and English 
folk song. She was a founding member of the St Thomas More Group in 1969. Their 
mission began as a union of composers of liturgical music and has expanded into 
publishing and distributing contemporary music for worship. 

The text expresses our longing for Christ’s transformation of our troubled and 
hurting world. We pray to be transformed into the servant Church for the world. 
Although the stanzas are metrical, there is not a rhyme scheme. This makes the 
prayer less poetic and more the vernacular of our longing hearts. 

We move from longing to prayerful confidence as we tell Jesus to “make us your 
own, your bread, your building, let us be servants.” 

CHRIST BE OUR LIGHT is a tune whose simplicity hides its brilliance. The melody of 
the first two phrases beginning with “longing” are in E minor and use the triad in 
second inversion (its most unstable form). The third and fourth phrases also begin 
in an upward motion as though they might use all the notes of the triad. But they 
don’t quite make it and instead outline the interval of the fourth, which is also 
unstable. Yet, each of these phrases are rising as we reach up to Christ. (I am open 
to illustrating all this at the keyboard.) 

The tune starts in E minor, gracefully transitioning into G major for the refrain. 
Here is the sound of our confidence in Christ as the refrain begins on one repeated 
note. Then the melody for “shine in our hearts” does reach up to express the 
complete G major triad (but harmonized in E minor!) as our hearts are lifted to the 
highest note. The melody descends for “Shine in your church” as the light descends 
into us. It briefly touches the note E on the way to resolving in G major “gathered 
today. 

As your musical accompanist, I know this is a hymn we love to sing. Its easy flowing 
¾ time gathers power as it inspires us. 

 


