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Gathered to Go . . . to study God’s Word, Worship together; and to walk with 

Christ by loving, serving and nurturing all God’s people where ever they are and 

whatever their circumstances. 



From Pastor Lori 
 
Dear Siblings in Christ, 
 

December is upon us with all of the activity and excitement of the Christmas season. So 
is Advent. This liturgical season invites us to focus on God in the midst of our 
preparations and celebrations. Unfortunately, this doesn’t always happen. It’s easy to 
get distracted by all of the details associated with the holiday season.  
 

I would like to share some ideas to help you make space in your life for Jesus this 
Advent. They are adapted from the book, Living the Christian Year by Bobby Gross. My 
prayer is that they will help you experience a deeper, more meaningful relationship with 
God during this sacred time of year. 
 

• Spend some time in silence rereading the Christmas narrative in the Gospel-
whether for two hours or a day retreat. (Read one chapter a day from Luke 
starting December 1st and you will finish on Christmas Eve!) 

• Emphasize Christmas decorations that remind you of Christ, such as manger 
scenes. 

• Get outdoors to enjoy the creation hallowed by Christ’s incarnation. 

• Buy or make an Advent wreath and light the appropriate candle(s) at dinner each 
night. 

• Light a candle and sit in silence for five minutes each day. Sit somewhere that 
allows you to enjoy your Christmas tree or manger scene. 

• Participate in an opportunity to give to someone in need. 
 

Blessings on your Advent journey, 
Pastor Lori 
 

 

 
 
 
 



Church Council News 
 

 

GENEROSITY 
 
Thank you everyone for participating in the Core Value of Acts of Growing in Generosity 
that Council during August, September and October. Our Congregation is more than 
generous each and every day, but what fun it was to see that generosity challenged and 
the goal of 100 acts of Generosity recorded on the leaves of our growing branches. Just 
a sample of generous acts: "Took a friend to the hospital for an early morning 
appointment"; "left extra cash at a restaurant for needed meals"; "set up Zoom for 
hospitalized members"; " delivered homemade bread to my neighbors".... and the 
generosity continues! We made our goal with the act of generosity shown to the 
Jamaican Farmers in Geneva! Thanks be to God! 
 
Thank you, Kristin Houel, for making the lovely trellis and flowering branches for the 
display and for writing the articles for the Epistle and the Bulletin. Your generosity was a 
great help! 
 
Keep watch for the next Core Value to be enhanced! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Social Ministry 

 

Angel Tree 

 
This year our Angel Tree will be for the residents of the Homestead. We have 20  
residents to supply gifts to from St. Paul’s. Each tag is very specific for a gift and a  
treat that they are wishing for. When you select your tag please sign the sheet by  
the tree with your name and tag number. Securely place the tag on your wrapped  
gift when you bring it back to the tree. All gifts need to be under the tree by  
Sunday, December 14. 
 

Residents also enjoy receiving cards. There will be a basket under the tree for  
cards you may wish to send to Homestead residents. These can be addressed to  
“Dear Friend” or to someone specific that you may know 
there. 
 

If you have any questions in regard to the Angel Tree 
contact Amy Stewart at 315- 
759-0901 or Jennifer Jensen at 315-719-2810 

 
Hunger Offering for December 

 

For I was hungry, and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty, and 
you gave me something to drink. I was a stranger and you welcomed 

me in. Matthew 25:35 
 

Each month we collect an offering to help feed hungry and hurting 
people who live in the Penn Yan area and around the world. Sixty 

percent of the offering is used to combat world hunger. Forty percent is given to a local 
organization to help them “nourish” people physically, emotionally or spiritually. This 
month, the local portion will be given to Yates County Food Program/ProAction. 
 

Your offering can be placed in the offering plate or mailed directly to church. Please 
designate the amount you want to give on the “Hunger” line of your envelope or by 
writing “Hunger Offering” on the memo line of your check. 
Thank you for helping to care for our neighbors near and far! 



Ring the Bell  
 
We will be ringing the bell for the Yates County Christmas Program at 
Morgan’s Grocery on December 19th from 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM.  The 
sign-up sheet is on the Bulletin Board.  There are 2 spaces per 
hour.  You may want to ring for an hour with a friend or ring for a half 
hour and a friend ring the second half hour.  You have your choice.  If 
you have and questions, contact Amy Stewart (315-759-0901). 
 

Sharing Shed December 2025 
 

A big THANK YOU to all who are keeping the Sharing Shed well stocked and the shelves 
filled with needed items! Your generosity and caring help with this ministry is very much 
appreciated. It has been a busy month and the Sharing Shed has been used by many! 
 

For December: Let's stock the shelves with Soups of all kinds: Hearty Soups and Kid 
friendly chicken noodle would be great; Boxes of Cereal: Cheerios and Kix are loved; 
Oatmeal; Canned fruit: peaches and pineapple go quickly. 
 

Thank you again! 
 

Grab and Go 
 
The "workers" for Grab & Go met earlier this month after church to 
regroup on how things were going to prepare 60 meals twice a 
month for The Living Well. We decided that we need a "clean up" 
person to be added to the workers. This person will be added to the 
sign-up sheet and will need to come in at 10:00 AM. We also discussed our recipe book 
that we are assembling. We decided to have 5 meals that we could rotate. It is a work in 
progress as we figure out how much of each ingredient we need to make 60 meals. We 
also decided to add homemade soups to the menu as one of the meals. The meals need 
to be dished out and boxed up by 11:00 am so that they can be delivered to The Well by 
11:15 am (They start serving lunch at 11:30 am).  Thank you to everyone who is 
supplying ingredients and cooking and packing these meals! The Well is so appreciative 
of what we are doing to help this ministry be a success!  
 

 



Paul’s Place 
 

This has been a great year for Paul’s Place, increasing our guest list from one person at 
the outset, to seven at our last meeting.  Our volunteer staff now consists of eight 
dedicated individuals who serve with love and kindness, even in the most difficult 
situations.  Also, we would not be able to function without all of the members of our 
church as well as other churches that provide morning snacks and hot lunches for our 
guests.  The response from everyone has been great and we thank you. 
 
All of us at Paul’s Place are thankful that we can provide this respite time (as short as it 
seems) for spouses and other caregivers to have some time to themselves.  Some have 
told me that they feel free to take a nap, go for a swim, or go shopping on their own, 
and even read a book.  It is gratifying to hear their stories and I must admit, we 
volunteers enjoy this time with our guests as well. 
 
As our numbers increase, so will our need for lunches and snacks, and we will be looking 
to changing how we will ask for volunteers hoping no to over-burden any one person.  If 
you are interested in seeing what we do at Paul’s Place, please feel free to visit.  Paul’s 
Place meets every third Thursday of the month from 10 am to 2 pm. 
 
 

 
 
 
 



Worship 
 

December News from the Pews 
 

 

Sunday November 30, 2025   First Sunday of Advent: The Necessity for Watchfulness. 
We hear Scripture: Isaiah 2:1-5, Psalm 122, Romans 13:11-14, Matthew 24:36-44. 
We listen and praise: reading the Advent litany, lighting the first Advent candle, and 
singing: We are Waiting for Jesus. 
We sing the HOD: O Lord, How Shall I Meet You ELW 241 
 

Sunday December 7, 2025    Second Sunday of Advent: The Proclamation of John the 
Baptist. 
We hear Scripture: Isaiah 11:1-10, Psalm 72: 1-7, 18-19, Romans 15:4-13,  Matthew 
3:11-2. 
We listen and praise: reading the Advent litany, lighting the second Advent candle, and 
singing: We are Waiting for Jesus. 
We sing the HOD: Comfort, Comfort, Now My People. ELW 256 
 

Sunday December 14, 2025   Third Sunday of Advent: Messages from John the Baptist 
and Jesus. 
We hear Scripture: Isaiah 35:1-10, Psalm 146:5-10, James 5:7-10, Matthew 11:2-11. 
We listen and praise: reading the Advent litany, lighting the third Advent  candle, and 
singing: We Are Waiting for Jesus. 
We sing the HOD: Christ, Be Our Light 
 

Sunday December 21, 2025     Fourth Sunday of Advent: The Birth of Jesus the Messiah 
We hear the Scripture: Isaiah 7:10-16, Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19, Romans 1:1-7, Matthew 
1:18-25 
We listen and praise: reading the Advent litany, lighting the fourth Advent candle, and 
singing: We are Waiting for Jesus. 
We sing the HOD: Savior of The Nations, Come 
 

December 24, 2025 Christmas Eve: The Birth of Jesus 
We hear Scripture: Isaiah 99:2-7, Psalm 96, Titus 2:11-14, Luke 2:1-20 
We listen and praise: Lighting of the Christ the King Candle 
We sing the HOD: Hark The Hearld Angles Sing   
Candle Lighting: Silent Night 



December 28, 2025 Christmas One 
A Service of Lessons and Carols 
 

January 4, 2026 The Festival of Epiphany 
We hear Scripture: Isaiah 60:1-6, Psalm 72: 1-7, Ephesians 3:1-12, Matthew 2:1-12 
We sing the HOD: Songs of Thankfulness and Praise 
 

Worship Components for Advent: November 30- December 21 
 

There are a few changes to the litany of our worship service as we celebrate the Season 
of Advent. During the four Sundays of Advent we will be lighting the candles of the 
Advent wreath. During this time, we will have a responsive litany to read, the candle 
lighting itself, and the singing of the hymn We are Waiting for Jesus. Our Gospel 
Acclamation will be the second verse of O Come, 
O Come, Emmanuel. In place of the Apostle's Creed, we will have an Advent Credo to 
read and respond to. Our Offertory Hymn is entitled Unexpected and Mysterious which 
is sung to the tune of Hymn of Joy. 
 

SANCTUARY AND CHRISTMAS TREE DECORATING:  The Christmas trees will be up in the 
sanctuary for our Sunday December 21 worship service. Would you enjoy helping to 
decorate the trees? If so, please join us on Saturday December 20 at 10:00 AM to 
prepare the sanctuary and the trees for Sunday December 21. 
 

CHRISTMAS SERVICES: 
 Christmas Eve Worship Wednesday December 24 at 8:00 PM 
 No services Christmas Day 

Altar Flowers 
 

Many of you purchase flowers for the altar. They look lovely 
each week. Just some reminders:  Be sure to send Jennifer a 
sentence or two about who you are honoring so she can put 
it in the bulletin.  Please remove your flowers after service. If 
you can't be there, please ask someone to get them for you. 
Leave the blue "vases" in the kitchen by the sink.  You are welcome to purchase your 
own but please tell Jennifer ahead of time so she doesn't order them for that day. It is 
helpful to write the word "OWN" next to your name on the sign-up chart.  The cost is 
$55.00. You can place that with your offering in the offering plate with "Flowers" on the 
notation. Thank you for helping to beautify the sanctuary.  
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Congregational Care 
 

Church Directory 
 

Church directories are a wonderful tool for contacting other members. 
An updated directory will be available in January. Please take a 
moment to check your information and let Jennifer know by the end of 
December if there are any changes/additions to your address, phone 
number or email. 
 

 



 “Shower” Each Other with Messages of Love 
 

Each month, we “shower” someone from our St. Paul’s family with 

messages of encouragement. This month we are showering Todd 

Christensen. His address is: 1727 Carroll Road, Penn Yan, New York 

14527. Please take a moment to send Todd a note to remind him of 

God’s faithfulness and love 

 

Coffee Hour 
 

Come One, Come All: 
Parish Life is holding a Coffee Hour on Dec 14th. 

Please sign up to bring something to share and celebrate the wonderful 
Christmas Season. 

 
 
 

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 
    

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Anniversaries 
7 – Guy & Kathy Christiansen (12) 
 
 

Birthdays  
6 – Brielle Backal 
16 – Carl Schadt 
29 – Phil Darrow 
 



Reminders 

 
Prayer Requests in Public Places 

 
Prayer is an important part of our faith. It is one of the ways we support each other 
during times of illness, crisis and grief. This is a faithful and powerful practice. Our 
intentions are often in the best place.  However, some people prefer to keep their 
situation private. If you would like to include someone on the prayer list in the bulletin, 
during worship or through an email, please ask for their permission to make it public.  
Thank you.  
 

Office Hours for the Month of December 
 

Jennifer is in the office on most Tuesdays and Thursdays from 10 am 

to 2 pm.  Be sure to check the announcements for any changes. 

 

Community Events 

  

Community Prayer Service 
 

The next Community Prayer Service will be on Tuesday, December 2nd at 12:15 pm.  The 
focus for this service will be Living In Gratitude.   

 

Service of Stillness 
 
The Council of Churches will be holding a Service of Stillness on Sunday, December 21st 
at 4:00 pm here at St. Paul’s. This contemplative worship service is designed to 
acknowledge and support those who may be experiencing sadness, grief or loneliness 
during the holiday season. Everyone is welcome to attend. 

 



Penn Yan Community Chorus 
 

A presentation of A King is Born.  At the Penn Yan 1st Baptist Church on Sunday, 
December 7th at 2:00 pm.  Refreshments will be served afterward. 

 
Volunteer Want Ads 

 
 

Habitat for Humanity 
Provide lunch for the Saturday workers 
Call Les Wood at. 315-335-6618 
 

The Living Well 
Various opportunities to support the programs that serve adults and children in need in 
our community. 
Call Kim Dean at 315-536-0838 
 

Penn Yan Community Café 
Help prepare and serve meals to the community on the second and last Tuesday of 
every month. 
Call Carolyn Benedict at 315-719-8540 
 

Yates Christmas Program 
Provides a program to ensure that no child in Penn Yan and Dundee School Districts 
goes without during the holiday season. Donate items, help distribute items, bell ringing 
Call Donna Johnston at 315-750-0862 
 

Literacy Volunteers 
Volunteer to tutor, help as an office volunteer.  Literacy Volunteers serves both native 
English speakers and those learning English as a second language.  Tutoring is done in 
English, no foreign language skill is required.  Tutors receive free training and ongoing 
staff support as they work one-on-one with learners.  Office volunteers provide a variety 
of support to staff.  Call 315-536-6799. 
 

 
 
 
 



Thank You Notes 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH STAFF 
 

Rev. Lori Nickoloff – Pastor  585-749-4856  
Jennifer Gross – Admin. Assist.   315-536-8165 
Peter Hutchings –Music Director              315-536-8165 
Cathy Booth – Sexton                          607-522-4821 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEWS FOR THE JANUARY 2026 EPISTLE IS DUE DECEMBER 19TH  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


