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Gathered to Go . . . to study God’s Word, Worship together; and to walk with 

Christ by loving, serving and nurturing all God’s people where ever they are and 

whatever their circumstances. 



From Pastor Lori 
 

Dear Siblings in Christ, 
 

I’d like to take this opportunity to say, “Thank you” for the many ways so many of you 
share your time, talents and treasures with the ministries of this congregation. Because 
of your dedication and generosity, caregivers enjoy respite, hungry people in our 
community are fed, hurting people across the world are cared for and our building and 
grounds are maintained. Your leadership assures that our finances are in order, our staff 
is supported, and worship is led by a variety of people who contribute a variety of gifts 
in a variety of ways. I am truly blessed to do ministry with you! 
 

The following poem by Meta Herrick Carlson expresses my gratitude for all you do and 
all that you are: 
 

It is not only what you do, 
but how you connect and love 
that can transform a role or task  
into a gift from God. 
 

God bless you showing up 
and the details of your doing. 
 

God bless your willingness  
to fail and learn from the process. 
 

God bless your humility and humor 
in the heart of what you do best. 
 

God bless your duty and joy 
for this community and impact. 
 

God bless your candor 
about what really matters to you. 
 

God bless your flexibility 
about the details and outcome alike. 
 

God bless your observations  
about who else might be invited to help. 
 

God bless your stepping back 
so another can participate more fully. 
 

i thank you God 
for most 

this amazing day 
for the leaping greenly 

spirits of trees 
and a blue true 

dream of sky 
and for everything 

which is natural 
which is infinite 

which is yes 
ee cummings 

 



God bless your openness 
to a process of becoming together. 
 

For these are the gifts of God. 
And so are you. 
 
Grace and peace, 
Pastor Lori 
 

Church Council News 
 

 

Annual Congregational Meeting 
 
We will be holding our annual congregational meeting immediately after worship on 
Sunday, November 2nd. During that time, we will elect members to the Church Council, 
Audit Committee, Memorial Committee and Financial Secretary. We will also vote on 
the proposed budget for 2026. Copies of the Annual Report will be available on October 
19th. 
 

All members are encouraged to attend this meeting either in person or on Zoom. Just a 
reminder…in order to be eligible to vote at an annual meeting, you must have 
communed and given an offering that was able to be recorded in our records at least 
once during the past 12 months. If you have questions about this requirement, please 
see Pastor Lori or Terry Jensen. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Nominating Committee 
 

The Nominating Committee is recommending the following members to serve in elected 
positions at St. Paul's. 
 

Church Council 
 

 Three Trustee Positions: Cindy Christie, Karen Malte, Charlene Nielsen 
 President: Brian Foster  
 Treasurer: Ingrid Michael 
 Memorial Committee: Adrienne Foster, Becky Vaughan 
 Audit Committee: Jan Scofield 
 Financial Secretary: Terry Jensen 
 Nominating Committee for 2026: Angie Bailey, Cathy Booth, Dave Nielsen, 
 Dorothy Oswald. 
 

Thank you to Pastor Lori, Marsha Wood, Arlene Stillwell, Karen Pinneo, and Ingrid 
Michael for serving on the Nominating Committee. Ingrid stepped off the committee 
once she decided to consider the Treasurer Position. 
 

Elaine Gleason 

Faith Formation 

 
This year marks the 1700th anniversary of the Nicene Creed. This ancient creed was 
developed at the Council of Nicaea in 325 and is still proclaimed in churches today. It 
articulates a particular description of the relationship between Jesus and God. It also 
provides a framework for what Christians believe about our Triune God. 
 
Join us this month for a two-week study of the Nicene Creed! Classes will meet on 
Sunday, November 2nd and 9th at 8:30 am and a hybrid class on Wednesday, 
November 5th and 12th at 10:30 am. You choose the session that works best for you! 
Contact Pastor Lori if you have any questions about this study or about Faith Formation 
at St. Paul’s. 

 
 



Social Ministry 

 

Coming in December 

 
We will ring the bell at Morgan’s Grocery for Yates County Christmas Program on 
December 19th from 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM.  Sign up sheet and more information to 
come. 
 
Our Angel Tree this year will be for residents of The Homestead.  Once we have their 
wish lists, we will hang angels on the Christmas tree.  More information to come. 
 

 
 

Sharing Shed November 2025 
 

Thank you for helping to stock the Sharing Shed. We are now ordering paper products in 
bulk so we will not be collecting those. 
These are our needs for the month of November, the shelves are in need of: 
Body Wash, Shampoo, Cream Rinse, Liquid Hand Soap 
 

These items are children and adult items! Thanks so much for your generosity. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Hunger Offering for November 
 

For I was hungry, and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty, and 
you gave me something to drink. I was a stranger and you welcomed me 

in. Matthew 25:35 
 

Each month we collect an offering to help feed hungry and hurting 
people who live in the Penn Yan area and around the world. Sixty 

percent of the offering is used to combat world hunger. Forty percent is given to a local 
organization to help them “nourish” people physically, emotionally or spiritually. This 
month, the local portion will be given to The Yates County Christmas Program. 
 

Your offering can be placed in the offering plate or mailed directly to church. Please 
designate the amount you want to give on the “Hunger” line of your envelope or by 
writing “Hunger Offering” on the memo line of your check. 
 

Thank you for helping to care for our neighbors near and far! 
 

Grab and Go 
 

We have begun preparing 60 meals on the second and fourth 

Thursdays of the month for the Grab and Go ministry at the Living 

Well. We are navigating through learning new amounts of food 

needed and the extra time needed to prepare the meals. Thank you 

to everyone who is helping with this ministry by donating food and working in the 

kitchen! Food items need to be at the church by noon the day before we are cooking 

(the Wednesday before). Nonperishable items can be left on the table outside of the 

kitchen, or in the box on the side porch if you cannot get into the church. Thank you for 

checking off the items on the sign up sheet when you bring them in!  

 
 
 
 
 



PENN YAN FESTIVAL 
 

Saturday November 1, 2025 
Main Street Penn Yan 

11am to 4pm 
 

St. Paul’s will be participating in the Fall Festival again this year.  We will give out bags 
that include notepads with the church’s information on them; information about our 
services; one cookie and various other goodies.  This is a way for St. Paul’s to be more 
visible in our community and let people know who we are and where we are located.  
 
We are asking our members to participate by providing CHOCOLATE CHIP cookies (NO 
NUTS). Help is needed Friday Oct. 31st at 10am to fill the bags.  On Saturday help is 
needed at the booth by taking an hour or more shift and help is also needed to clean up 
after the event.  
 
Sign-up sheets for providing cookies (we need 12 ½ dozen); helping to fill the bags and 
work at the festival will be on the bulletin board across from the office.  Please have 
your cookies to the church by 10am Friday Oct. 31st.    
 
If you have any questions, contact Pastor Lori, Elaine Gleason or Charlene Nielsen.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Paul’s Place is Thankful for Free Pumpkins 
 

Thank you to a Reed Rd produce stand owner in Geneva who upon hearing about Paul’s 
Place and it’s need for small pumpkins for a Halloween craft project, donated 20 
pumpkins to our group. 
All attending Paul’s Place on Oct 16th were invited to decorate these pumpkins using the 
medium of their choice: markers, stickers or colorful acrylic paints donated by a friend 
of Paul’s Place. 
The craft was a lot of fun and our pumpkin masterpieces will not only bring smiles to all 
the faces to get to see them, but also fill the hearts of all at Paul’s Place with gratitude 
for our donated pumpkins and pains.  Thank you for making this project possible. 
 

 
 
 



Worship 
 

November News from the Pews 
 

 

November is a time of festivals and remembering. On Sunday November 2 we 
remember loved ones and dear friends who have entered Eternal Life in the last year. 
Their names will be read and candles lit in their memory. November 23 we will honor 
Christ The King Sunday by joining together for Brunch Church and looking at the seasons 
of the church year. 
 
November 29 is the First Sunday of Advent when we light the candles of the Advent 
wreath and our paraments change to blue. During Advent we celebrate the coming or 
arrival of Jesus Christ. It is a time of spiritual preparation and anticipation for the arrival 
of Jesus Christ, reflecting on his past coming, his present presence, and his future 
return. It is a season of four Sundays prior to Christmas Day marked by prayer, 
reflection, and a focus on Christ's return. 
 
November 2    All Saints Sunday Festival Sunday with White Paraments 
We give thanks today for "all the saints who from their labors rest" and praise God for 
all He has done for us. 
Psalm 149    Ephesians 1:11-23    Luke 6:20-31 
Hymn of the Day: Give Thanks for Saints ELW 428 
 
November 9    22nd Sunday after Pentecost Green Paraments 
Every Sunday is a "Little Easter". Our God is the God of the living. 
Psalm 17:1-9    Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17   Luke 20:27-38 
Hymn of the Day: Jesus Lives, My Suure Defense ELW 621 
 
November 16    23rd Sunday after Pentecost Green Paraments 
The end is near. " Do not be weary in doing what is right." 
Psalm 98    Thessalonians 3:6-13    Luke 21: 5-19 
Hymn of the Day: My Hope is Built on Nothing Less ELW 596 
 
November 23: Brunch Church 
November 29: First Sunday in Advent 



Worship Leadership 
 
  

11/2 11/9 11/16 11/23 11/30 

Assisting 
Ministers 

Dorothy 
Oswald 

  Elaine Gleason  

Ushers 
(2) 

Terry and 
Sallie Jensen 

Terry and 
Sallie Jensen 

   

Greeters      

Readers Wanda 
Wood 

Bonnie 
Schultz 

Marylin 
Andersen 

  

Altar  
Guild  

     

Sound 
Board 

 Les Wood  Les Wood  

Computer 
  

Various 
Volunteers 

Various 
Volunteers 

Various 
Volunteers 

Various 
Volunteers 

Various 
Volunteers 

Counters  Dorothy 
Oswald and 
Wanda 
Wood 

    

 

Altar Flowers 
 

Many of you purchase flowers for the altar. They look lovely each week. Just some 
reminders: 
 

Be sure to send Jennifer a sentence or two about who you are honoring so she can put it 
in the bulletin. 
 

Please remove your flowers after service. If you can't be there, please ask someone to 
get them for you. Leave the blue "vases" in the kitchen by the sink. 
 

You are welcome to purchase your own but please tell Jennifer ahead of time so she 
doesn't order them for that day. It is helpful to write the 
word "OWN" next to your name on the sign-up chart. 
 

The cost is $55.00. You can place that with your offering in 
the offering plate with "Flowers" on the notation. 
 

Thank you for helping to beautify the sanctuary.  



Brunch Church 
 
Join us on November 23rd as we celebrate Christ the King Sunday, share 
a meal and enjoy each other’s fellowship. Sign up to bring a dish to 
share! Please note that we  November 30th is the first Sunday of 
Advent. The Worship and Music Team decided to practice it on 
November 23rd this month so the people who worship on Zoom can 
also celebrate the beginning of this liturgical season. 
 

 

Congregational Care 
 

Church Directory 
 

Church directories are a wonderful tool for contacting other members. 
An updated directory will be available in January. Please take a 
moment to check your information and let Jennifer know by the end of 
December if there are any changes/additions to your address, phone 
number or email. 
 

Friendsgiving Potluck 
 

The Parish Life Committee is hosting a “Friendsgiving” 
Potluck Meal. This meal is a way to celebrate friendships. 
Feel free to invite friends so we can meet new people. 

While enjoying wonderful food, you can catch up with old 
friends or you might create new or deeper friendships with 
people you see on Sunday mornings. 

 

When: Saturday, November 15, 2025 at 4:00 PM 
Where: St. Paul’s Fellowship Hall 

 

A sign-up sheet will be posted on the bulletin board across from the church office.  
 

Please sign up to bring a food item. If you are not able to provide food, we still want you 
to join us. There is always plenty to go around! 
 

If you would like someone to drive you, please contact Sallie Jensen (607-244-4342) and 
she will arrange one for you. 



“Shower” Each Other with Messages of Love 
 

Each month, we “shower” someone from our St. Paul’s family 

with messages of encouragement. This month we are blessing 

Mike and Pat Christensen through this ministry. Their address 

is: 217 Sherman Street, Penn Yan, New York 14527. Please 

take a moment to send Mike and Pat a note to remind them of 

God’s faithfulness and love. 
 
 

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 
    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Anniversaries 
3 - Carl & Barb Simon (36) 
6 - Andy & Katie Nissen (32) 
22 - Larry & Kathy Edwards (55) 
27 - Terry & Kim Carlson (43) 
 
 

Birthdays  
1 – Keith Nickoloff 
2 – Janelle Backal 
7 – Dave Christiansen    
9 – Leonard Vaughan        
10 – Karen Pinneo   
22 – Virginia Wagner 
24 – Mike Christensen, Ann Kirch 
 



Reminders 

 
Prayer Requests in Public Places 

 
Prayer is an important part of our faith. It is one of the ways we support each other 
during times of illness, crisis and grief. This is a faithful and powerful practice. Our 
intentions are often in the best place.  However, some people prefer to keep their 
situation private. If you would like to include someone on the prayer list in the bulletin, 
during worship or through an email, please ask for their permission to make it public.  
Thank you.  
 

Office Hours for the Month of November 
 

Jennifer is in the office on most Tuesdays and Thursdays from 10 am 

to 2 pm.  Be sure to check the announcements for any changes. 

 

Community Events 

  

Community Prayer Service 
 

The next Community Prayer Service will be on Tuesday, November 5th at 12:15 pm.  The 
focus for this service will be Living In Gratitude.   

 

 
 



Volunteer Want Ads 
 
 

Habitat for Humanity 
Provide lunch for the Saturday workers 
Call Les Wood at. 315-335-6618 
 

The Living Well 
Various opportunities to support the programs that serve adults and children in need in 
our community. 
Call Kim Dean at 315-536-0838 
 

Penn Yan Community Café 
Help prepare and serve meals to the community on the second and last Tuesday of 
every month. 
Call Carolyn Benedict at 315-719-8540 
 

Yates Christmas Program 
Provides a program to ensure that no child in Penn Yan and Dundee School Districts 
goes without during the holiday season. Donate items, help distribute items, bell ringing 
Call Donna Johnston at 315-750-0862 
 

Literacy Volunteers 
Volunteer to tutor, help as an office volunteer.  Literacy Volunteers serves both native 
English speakers and those learning English as a second language.  Tutoring is done in 
English, no foreign language skill is required.  Tutors receive free training and ongoing 
staff support as they work one-on-one with learners.  Office volunteers provide a variety 
of support to staff.  Call 315-536-6799. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 

NEWS FOR THE NOVEMBER 2025 EPISTLE IS DUE NOVEMBER 21ST   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


