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Gathered to Go . . . to study God’s Word, Worship together; and to walk with
Christ by loving, serving and nurturing all God’s people where ever they are and
whatever their circumstances.

October



From Pastor Lori

Dear Siblings in Christ,

On October 4, Rev. Yehiel Curry will be installed as the fifth Presiding Bishop of the
ELCA. He was elected to serve in this role at the Churchwide Assembly that took place
this July in Phoenix, Arizona. Rev. Curry will be the first person of African descent to
serve in this leadership role.

Before serving as an ordained pastor, Rev. Curry was a social worker, a teacher and a lay
mission developer. He is currently serving as the Bishop of the Metropolitan Chicago
Synod as well as the chair of the Conference of Bishops.

Rev. Curry has a passion for and awareness of equipping lay leaders. He believes that
this should be one of the ELCA’s top priorities. In an interview for Living Lutheran, he
said, “l think there’s this unique opportunity around lay equipping and lay education.
The ethos and structures of many of our congregations are changing. In some cases,
they’ve gone from full-time pastors to part-time pastors...Our lay leaders are being
asked to do more. And in many cases, they’re saying, ‘Yes, | want education-as long as
you’re not trying to steer me and tell me | need to be a pastor or a deacon. Tell me how
to be a better leader in my community, in my context.” (Living Lutheran July, 2025)

| am excited that our new Presiding Bishop has this passion and awareness. Equipping
people to serve in leadership roles is essential for ministry to happen. It is also part of
our Baptismal call. The Holy Spirit has given each one of us gifts for the work of God’s
kingdom. Some of them may be more obvious than others...but each one is needed for
the good news of the life and hope we have through Jesus Christ to be shared with our
hurting and broken world.

How is the Holy Spirit calling you to use your gifts for ministry in our congregation? Our
community? Our world? What kind of support would equip you to embrace your
Baptismal call to proclaim Christ through word and deed, to serve all people, following
the example of Jesus, and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth? How can | help
you feel better prepared to serve in a leading role here at St. Paul’s? I'd love to explore
this with you!

Grace and peace, Rather than trying to predict the future, we can trace God’s
Pastor Lori faithfulness in our past. He was faithful then. He will be faithful
now. ~Lisa Terkeurst




Welcome New Members!

We will be welcoming four new members to our St. Paul’s family on Sunday, October
12th. Please join us for a reception after worship to celebrate and get to know

New Members

Church Council News

Annual Congregational Meeting

We will be holding our annual congregational meeting immediately after worship on
Sunday, November 2nd. During that time, we will elect members to the Church Council,
Audit Committee, Memorial Committee and Financial Secretary. We will also vote on
the proposed budget for 2026. Copies of the Annual Report will be available on October
19th.

All members are encouraged to attend this meeting either in person or on Zoom. Just a
reminder...in order to be eligible to vote at an annual meeting, you must have
communed and given an offering that was able to be recorded in our records at least
once during the past 12 months. If you have questions about this requirement, please
see
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Generosity Challenge Update for October 2025

Galatians 6:2 states: Bear one another’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law
of Christ.

Here at St. Paul’s we are fulfilling the law of Christ! Take some time to look over the
Generosity Flower Garden in the Narthex, provided by Church Council. You'll discover
and be inspired by the many selfless acts of giving we have performed over the last two
months. Please spend a moment to fill out more leaves with what generous things, both
big and small, you have done for others lately. Church Council would like to see at least
100 leaves on the board by the end of October!

Some generosity suggestions for October: Skip a meal and give the food to a food
pantry, set aside dedicated prayer time for anything or anyone, offer to do laundry or a
household chore for someone, talk to a neighbor you don’t know (or don’t know very
well), and anything else you can think of that causes you to grow in generosity.

What has been your greatest blessing to come out of this challenge? Reflect on the past
months and share with us on a leaf. Church Council thanks you!

Nominating Committee

The Nominating Committee is recommending the following members to serve in elected
positions at St. Paul's.

Church Council

Two Trustee Positions:
Treasurer:
Memorial Committee
Audit Committee:
Financial Secretary:

Nominating Committee for 2026:
Thank you to [

- for serving on the Nominating Committee. Ingrid stepped off the committee
once she decided to consider the Treasurer Position.

Elaine Gleason



Social Ministry

Sharing Shed October 2025

Thank you to all for your continued support for the Sharing Shed!

Needed for October: Personal Hygiene products: For Men, Women, and Children:
Shampoo/conditioner; hand soaps (not bars, please); body wash; deodorant; feminine
products; diapers; baby wipes; tooth paste; tooth brushes; combs; small hair brushes.

There is always a need for Kid-friendly foods and snacks!

THANK YOU for your continued help and support!

Hunger Offering for October

¢ 4 For I was hungry, and you gave me something to eat, | was thirsty, and
\R ¥ B you gave me something to drink. | was a stranger and you welcomed me
L pALT in. Matthew 25:35

by (%
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ring”  Each month we collect an offering to help feed hungry and hurting

people who live in the Penn Yan area and around the world. Sixty percent of the offering
is used to combat world hunger. Forty percent is given to a local organization to help
them “nourish” people physically, emotionally or spiritually. This month, the local
portion will be given to The Sharing Shed.

Your offering can be placed in the offering plate or mailed directly to church. Please
designate the amount you want to give on the “Hunger” line of your envelope or by
writing “Hunger Offering” on the memo line of your check.

Thank you for helping to care for our neighbors near and far!



Grab and Go

There are changes coming for Grab & Go! The Living Well has
asked us if would prepare meals for lunch time instead of supper
time. We will still be doing the second & fourth Thursdays of each
month, just at an earlier time. We will be preparing 60 meals for this

time slot, instead of 40 like we were doing for the later meal. Please watch for the
signup sheet to see what we will need, as we adjust the amount of ingredients and
change the time for the workers to come in. Thank you for helping to make this ministry
a success for the Well!

PENN YAN FESTIVAL

Saturday November 1, 2025
Main Street Penn Yan

1lam to 4pm

St. Paul’s will be participating in the Fall Festival again this
year. We will give out bags that include notepads with the
church’s information on them; information about our
services; one cookie and various other goodies. This is a way for St. Paul’s to be more
visible in our community and let people know who we are and where we are located.

We are asking our members to participate by providing CHOCOLATE CHIP cookies (NO
NUTS). Help is needed Friday Oct. 31st at 10am to fill the bags. On Saturday help is
needed at the booth by taking an hour or more shift and help is also needed to clean up
after the event.

Sign-up sheets for providing cookies (we need 12 % dozen); helping to fill the bags and
work at the festival will be on the bulletin board across from the office. Please have
your cookies to the church by 10am Friday Oct. 315t.

If you have any questions, contact |




Worship

October News from the Pews

Sunday October 5, 2025 17t Sunday after Pentecost
Psalm 37:1-9 2 Timothy 1:1-14 Luke 17:5-10
A little faith goes a long wait is Jesus' point in today's Gospel.

HOD: How Firm a Foundation ELW 796

Sunday October 12, 2025 18t Sunday after Pentecost
Psalm 111 2 Timothy 2:8-15 Luke 17:11-19
From this place we are sent on our way rejoicing to share the good news!

HOD: Praise and Thanksgiving ELW 689

Receiving New Members

Sunday October 19, 2025 19" Sunday after Pentecost
Psalm 121 2 Timothy 3:14-4:5 Luke 18:1-8
Pray always. Do not lose heart.

HOD: Ask the Complicated Questions ACS1005

Sunday October 26, 2025 Reformation Sunday Wear red!
Jeremiah 31:31-34 Psalm 46 Romans 3:19-28 John 8:31-36

We pray for the church, that Christians will unite more fully in worship and mission in
this ever-changing world.

HOD: The Church of God in Every Age ELW 729

We continue using the liturgy components for Late Pentecost which we began using in
September. Sunday October 12 we will welcome 4 new members to the fellowship of
God at St. Paul's. Come worship and celebrate with us.

Sunday October 26 is REFORMATION SUNDAY. It is a festival Sunday and the color of the
day is RED! Come and wear red!

Have you enjoyed hearing your favorites being sung? Do you have another request you
would like the Worship and Music team to use during worship? Let us know by filling out
the blue form on the long white table in the Narthex! We would love to hear from you.

Come worship the Lord for we are his people, the sheep of his pasture.



Worship Leadership
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Congregational Care

Parish Life Sign-up

The Parish Life Committee will host a Reformation Sunday
Coffee Hour on Oct 26 immediately following worship. Please
join us for food and fellowship. There will be a signup sheet on AR
the bulletin board across from the church office if you would nurr[[

like to share a treat for coffee hour. Point of Contact is - P ST
I HIIRGS &




“Shower” Each Other with Messages of Love

» Each month, we “shower” someone from our St. Paul’s family
with messages of love. This month we are blessing -

May God use our communications to remind her of God’s
faithful presence and love.

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES

Birthdays
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Anniversaries
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Reminders

Vacation

Prayer Requests in Public Places

Prayer is an important part of our faith. It is one of the ways we support each other
during times of illness, crisis and grief. This is a faithful and powerful practice. Our
intentions are often in the best place. However, some people prefer to keep their
situation private. If you would like to include someone on the prayer list in the bulletin,
during worship or through an email, please ask for their permission to make it public.

Thank you.

Office Hours for the Month of October
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Community Events

Community Prayer Service

The next Community Prayer Service will be on Tuesday, October 7t" at 12:15 pm.

Volunteer Want Ads

Habitat for Humanity
Provide lunch for the Saturday workers

The Living Well
Various opportunities to support the programs that serve adults and children in need in
our community.

Penn Yan Community Café
Help prepare and serve meals to the community on the second and last Tuesday of
every month.

Yates Christmas Program
Provides a program to ensure that no child in Penn Yan and Dundee School Districts
goes without during the holiday season. Donate items, help distribute items, bell ringing

Literacy Volunteers

Volunteer to tutor, help as an office volunteer. Literacy Volunteers serves both native
English speakers and those learning English as a second language. Tutoring is done in
English, no foreign language skill is required. Tutors receive free training and ongoing
staff support as they work one-on-one with learners. Office volunteers provide a variety

of support to staff. _



Thank You Notes

Matthew : P
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Thank you for thinking of lu'latt‘new 25: Ministries A, j
and supporting our work with those in need. o /" v C ( ‘;j{‘t“" e £ Z&W\ET*
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By donating clean, empty plastic pill bottles, you
are helping care for those in need and helping - J )
the environment by keeping plastic out of the A et ‘?’?-f-’fc-f ’ J/L/K
landfill. Please note that as of 03/01/2023 we are — . |
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Thank you for your support of this program, and
thank you for caring for people in need worldwide.

Joodi Archer
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Dear Partners in Ministry,

As the summer fligs by, | want to share an update about our Grab N’ Go Meals. This
year began with significant changes to the program as The Well worked with the NYS
Department of Health to ensure meals are prepared and served In the safest way possible.
These changes have significantly impacted our process and who is able to assist in providing
food for our community.

August 20, 2025

The need for a certified kitchen is a challenge for many groups, and unfortunately, we have lost
some faithful partners who helped build the Grab N' Go Meals program. Declining membership
in church congregations and service organizations has made participation for these groups
more difficult. Even so, The Well continues to serve our neighbors to the best of our ability. We
currently average 80 lunches each Monday, Wednesday, and Friday, and approximately 30
dinners every Thursday.

These adjustments have stretched The Well, but | am grateful for your flexibility and willingness
to support Grab N' Go Meals. The Well now has a certified kitchen that allows us to use roasters
and crock pots to heat and serve meals. Three other churches have cortified kitchens, and other
groups are finding creative ways to participate—by providing prepackaged meals, using The
Wagner restaurant to prepare main dishes, and supplying fruit, cookies, and other Ingredients
for The Well to prepare.

A special thank you to Peggy, one of our faithful volunteers, who coordinates and shops for
Grab N' Go Meals and our heartfelt gratitude for the time and energy to: Branchport United
Methodist Church, Dresden United Methodist Church, First Baptist Church of Penn Yan, Penn
Yan Presbyterian Church, Milo Center United Methodist Church, St. Paul's Lutheran Church,
and Yatesville United Methodist Church.

I Invite you to visit The Well whenever we're open. If your group would like us to share more
about our meal ministry or any of our other programs, please feel free to reach out to me. Itis a
blessing to serve our community together, and | 2m reminded every day that we could not
continue this service ministry without you!

With gratitude,
Kim
i 2limiss
315-536-0838 w NG ’ \?<

Mon-Fri 9:00-3:00 pm O’
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August 22, 2025
5t Pauls Lutheran Church
135 Hamilton Street

Pann Yan, MY 14527 }y |

Dear St Pauls Luthersyéhumé%

Thank you for your generous support in the fight against food insecurity in our community,
Your contribution of $373.00 is more than just a donation—it is a lifeline for individuals and

families who are facing the difficult reality of not knowing where their next meal will come
fram.

Because of you, we are able to provide nourishing food, dignity, and hope to those who
need it most. Wheather i's a child who can focus better in school because they had
breakfasl, a parent who doesn’t have to skip a meal 1o feed their family, or a senlor who
can siratch their fixed income a little further—your kindness is making a real and lasting
differance.

We are deeply grateful for your commitment to our mission. Together, we are not only
faeding bodies, but uplifting hearts and strengthening our entire community.

With heartfell thanks,

Y

Sandi Perl
Execullve Director ‘
sandi@thelivingwellmission.arg J{\I’}J‘,

Thank you to Jennifer Jensen for refurbishing the banner that
depicts St. Paul’s history and to Les Wood for hanging it in the

narthex!




