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From Pastor Lori 
 
Dear Siblings in Christ, 
 

September makes me think about going back to school. We may not be heading to the 
classroom, but we are never too old to learn and grow in our life of discipleship. Here is 
a list of quotes that help me understand what it means to live as a follower of Jesus 
Christ. 
 

Our job is to love others without stopping to inquire whether or not they are worthy. 
-Thomas Merton 
 

God works on us in all sorts of ways, but above all, He works on us through each other. 
-C.S. Lewis 
 

The church must share in the secular problems of ordinary human life, not dominating, 
but helping and serving. -Dietrich Bonhoeffer 
 

If you don’t take a Sabbath, something is wrong. You’re doing too much, you’re being 
too much in charge. You’ve got to quit, one day a week, and just watch what God is 
doing when you’re not doing anything. -Eugene Peterson 
 

When you find yourself being less offended and more loving toward people you will 
realize the love of Jesus has taken hold. -Paul Bane 
 

The Bible is less about how to get into the Kingdom of Heaven after you die, and more 
about how to live in the Kingdom of Heaven before you die. -Dallas Willard 
 

Christians should regularly ask themselves, “Is my faith more a reflection of my political, 
cultural, and socio-economic values and actions, or a reflection of the values and actions 
of Christ? -Stephen Mattson 
 

Those who chose, even on a small scale, to love in the midst of hatred and fear are the 
people who offer true hope to our world. -Henri Nouwen 
 

Prayer is not to change God’s plans but rather to trust and rest in His sovereign will. 
-Martin Luther 
 

When you live in Culture War Mode there is always a battle to fight, a side to take, and 
people to fear. When you live in God’s kingdom there’s always a stranger to welcome, a 
neighbor to befriend, and an enemy to love. -Dan White Jr., Love Over Fear 
 



Never once did Jesus scan the room for the best example of holy living and send that 
person out to tell others about him. He always sent stumblers and sinners. I find that 
comforting. -Nadia Bolz-Weber 
 

Grace and peace, 
Pastor Lori 
 
 

Church Council News 
 

Generosity Challenge Update for September 2025 
 
We are well on our way to 100 acts of generosity by the end of October! Everyone is 
encouraged to go in and read the leaves on the Generosity Flower Garden poster in the 
Narthex. Our congregation is visiting with those who cannot make it to church, making 
sure they can attend by Zoom, donating school supplies and food, volunteering in the 
community, praying for others and for peace, mailing goods, talking to strangers, 
donating to disaster relief and hospitals, doing housekeeping chores at our church, 
helping those whose first language is not English, and giving generously to friends. 
Wow! What beautiful and generous spirits make up our congregation! 
 
As a reminder, Church Council encourages everyone to practice acts of generosity 
outside your comfort zone. The challenge lasts through October, and you are asked to 
place a leaf on the poster for each act you practice. Some suggestions for September: 
Drive someone to appointments or to do errands, sign up for a ministry of your choice, 
drop of grief groceries or a blessing basket to someone, pray through the church 
directory, or make a point to speak to someone unfamiliar to you. Thanks for your 
participation! 
 
If you’d like to post a leaf and cannot make it to church, please contact Kristin Houle at 
mkrhoule@aol.com or Elaine Gleason at 315-730-0629. 
 
 

 

 



Faith Formation 
 
 

Civic Life and Faith 
 

You may have been told that you should never discuss “religion, 
politics and sex.” This fall we are going to explore two of these 
topics through a six-week study that was created by an ELCA task 
force to help them develop a Social Statement on Civic Life and 
Faith. The goal of the study is to gain a deeper understanding about 
government, civic engagement and the relationship of church and 
state. We’ll also develop skills on how to have “holy conversations” 
about these topics, especially with people with whom we disagree. 
 

Classes begin the first week of September. The Wednesday morning group (starts 9/3) 
meets from 10:30-noon. This class is hybrid so participants can participate in person and 
on Zoom. The Sunday morning group (starts 9/7) meets from 8:30-9:30. Study materials 
will be provided. Contact Pastor Lori if you are interested in participating in this study or 
if you have any questions about Faith Formation at St. Paul’s. 

 

Social Ministry 
 
 

Sharing Shed September 2025 
 

Back to School Needs for September: Individual bags of chips, pretzels, etc.; packages of 
cookies and crackers; Granola or Breakfast bars; Fruit or pudding cups. The following 

would be helpful: Family size boxes of Cheerios, Frosted Flakes, or 
Rice Krispies. Packages of Kleenex and Small bottles of Hand Sanitizer 
would be great for the kids to have in their bookbags. 
 
A big THANK YOU to all who are keeping the Sharing Shed well 
stocked and the shelves filled with needed items! Your generosity 
and caring help with this ministry is very much appreciated. 

 



Grab and Go 
 

Thank you to everyone who is helping out with the Grab & Go Ministry for the Living 
Well! Thanks to our cooks and the people who bring in food items for these meals, we 
are able to feed supper to 40 people twice a month. Our 
scheduled days continue to be the second & fourth 
Thursdays of each month. Thank you for keeping track of 
the sign up sheet to see what is needed.  It has been very 
helpful having you check off your name when you bring 
your food items in by the Wednesday before the Grab & 
Go day.   Thank you all!  

 
Hunger Offering for September 

 

For I was hungry, and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty, and you gave me 
something to drink. I was a stranger and you welcomed me in. Matthew 25:35 

 
Each month we collect an offering to help feed hungry and hurting people who live in 

the Penn Yan area and around the world. Sixty percent of the offering is used to combat 

world hunger. Forty percent is given to a local organization to help them “nourish” 

people physically, emotionally or spiritually. This month, 

the local portion will be given to Milly’s Pantry. 

 

Your offering can be placed in the offering plate or mailed 
directly to church. Please designate the amount you want 
to give on the “Hunger” line of your envelope or by writing 
“Hunger Offering” on the memo line of your check. 
 
Thank you for helping to care for our neighbors near and 
far! 

 

 

 



Worship 
 

September News from the Pews 
 

 

REMINDER: Sunday August 31, 2025 is Worship in the Park Sunday. Please join with our 
fellow Christians for a combined service held in the beauty of God's creation. Bring a 
chair, a friend, and your love for worship. 
 
Worship Leadership: Please remember to look at the sign-up sheet across from the 
office and sign up to help with Sunday morning leadership. Worship is a Core Value at St. 
Paul's and your willingness to serve in leadership roles is key to this. Ushers, greeters, 
readers, counters, computer, and altar guild help all are needed each and every week. 
Please don't hesitate to try something new. Training is always available and questions 
will always be answered. 
Favorite Hymns: Have we sung your favorite hymn lately, or have you thought of 
another you would like to sing. Feel free to fill out the form on the table in the Narthex 
and leave it there or put it in Charlene or Elaine's mailbox. We will take a look and add it 
to the list to use during worship. 
 
Hearing Devices: There are hearing “helps” in the basket at the back of the church. If 
you use one and find that it is weak, please set it aside or give it to Elaine in order that 
the batteries can be changed. Please remember to turn it off when worship is over and 
place it back in the basket. Let us know if you are having difficulty hearing the service. 
We will do our best to improve the sound. We don't want anyone missing the service. 
 
September Worship Components: September 7-November 23 is known as Late 
Pentecost. The paraments remain green and our church year continues in the growing 
season and into the harvesting season of Autumn. Some of our liturgy pieces will change 
from what we have been using through out Early Pentecost and the summer time. Our 
Hymn of Praise will be the hymn Give to Our God Immortal Praise, number 848 in the 
ELW. We will sing the Gospel Acclamation Hymn number 509: God's Word is Our Great 
Heritage. We will return to using the Apostle's Creed and the Benediction will be a 
responsive and spoken reading. We will use Setting Ten for our Communion Liturgy. 
 
 



Sunday September 7, 2025      13th Sunday after Pentecost 
Deuteronomy 30:15-20   Psalm 1   Luke 14:25-33 
Theme: The Cost of Being a Disciple 
Hymn of the Day: O Jesus I Have Promised (requested hymn): ELW 810 
 
Sunday September 14, 2025      14th Sunday after Pentecost 
Psalm 51:1-10 1    Timothy 1:12-17  Luke 15:1-10 
Theme: God's Steadfast Love is for Everyone 
Hymn of the Day: There's a Wideness in God's Mercy: ELW 588 
 
Sunday September 21, 2025      15th Sunday after Pentecost 
Amos 8:4-7     Psalm 113   Luke 16:1-13 
Theme: Using our Possessions Wisely 
Hymn of the Day: Commonwealth is God's Commandment: ACS 1036 
 
Sunday September 28, 2025      16th Sunday after Pentecost 
Psalm 144 1     Timothy 6:6-19  Luke 16:19-31 
Theme: Knowing the Richness of God's Justice 
Hymn of the Day: Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life: ELW 719 
 

COME WORSHIP THE LORD! 
 

Joining Our St. Paul Family 
 

We will be welcoming new members in early October. Please talk to Pastor Lori if you are 
interested in joining our St. Paul family. 

 
 

 
 



Worship Leadership 
 
  

9/7 9/14 9/21 9/28 

Assisting 
Ministers 

 Whitney 
Booth 

Elaine 
Gleason 

 

Ushers 
(2) 

  
 
 

  

Greeters Michael 
Schultz 

   

Readers Adrienne 
Foster 

Cathy 
Booth 

Adrienne 
Foster 

Marylin 
Andersen 

Altar  
Guild  

 
 
 

   

Sound 
Board 

Charlene 
Nielsen 

 Charlene 
Nielsen 

 

Computer 
  

Various 
Volunteers 

Various 
Volunteers 

Various 
Volunteers 

Various 
Volunteers 

Counters  Adrienne 
Foster 

 Adrienne 
Foster and 
Ingrid 
Michael 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Congregational Care 
 

Parish Life Sign-up 
 

The Parish Life Committee has a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board, across from the 
office, for hosting a fellowship time after the church service.  Individuals or a group can 
host.  It can be coffee and cookies, just cookies, or whatever you would like!  Any parish 
life committee member would gladly assist. We value the time we can converse with 
others in our church! 
 

“Shower” Each Other with Messages of Love 
 

Each month, we “shower” someone from our St. Paul’s family 

with messages of love. This month we are blessing Terry and 

Kim Carlson with our love. Please take a moment to send Terry 

and Kim a note of encouragement. Their address is: 985 Crows 

Nest Road, Penn Yan, NY 14527. 

 

May God use our communications to remind her of God’s 
faithful presence and love. 
 

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 
    

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Anniversaries 
3 – Skip & Jennifer Jensen (48 years) 
8 – Dave & Kirsten Salone (6 years)  
14 – Jim & Dot Christiansen (73 years)  
14 – Bob & Karen Pinneo (55 years)  
25 – Larry & Deb Sitzman (42 years) 
 
 

Birthdays  
9 – Adrienne Foster  
10 – Karen Malte  
15 – Francine Archer  
18 – Mickie Christiansen, Charlene 
Nielsen, Amy Stewart  
22 – Todd Christensen 



Reminders 
 

Prayer Requests in Public Places 
 

Prayer is an important part of our faith. It is one of the ways we support each other 
during times of illness, crisis and grief. This is a faithful and powerful practice. Our 
intentions are often in the best place.  However, some people prefer to keep their 
situation private. If you would like to include someone on the prayer list in the bulletin, 
during worship or through an email, please ask for their permission to make it public.  
Thank you.  
 

Office Hours for the Month of September 
 

With school back in session, Jennifer will be in on most 

Tuesdays and Thursdays from 10 am to 2 pm.  Be sure to check 

the announcements for any changes. 

 

Key Code 

The Key Code will be changed in September, be on the lookout for the 

updated code to be sent out via email if you use the lockbox. 

 

 

 

Community Events 

  

Community Prayer Service 
 

The next Community Prayer Service will be on Tuesday, September 2nd at 12:15 pm with 
a service on Seeking Our Wisdom in Christ 

 



Volunteer Want Ads 
 
 

Habitat for Humanity 
Provide lunch for the Saturday workers 
Call Les Wood at. 315-335-6618 
 

The Living Well 
Various opportunities to support the programs that serve adults and children in need in 
our community. 
Call Kim Dean at 315-536-0838 
 

Penn Yan Community Café 
Help prepare and serve meals to the community on the second and last Tuesday of 
every month. 
Call Carolyn Benedict at 315-719-8540 
 

Yates Christmas Program 
Provides a program to ensure that no child in Penn Yan and Dundee School Districts 
goes without during the holiday season. Donate items, help distribute items, bell ringing 
Call Donna Johnston at 315-750-0862 
 

Literacy Volunteers 
Volunteer to tutor, help as an office volunteer.  Literacy Volunteers serves both native 
English speakers and those learning English as a second language.  Tutoring is done in 
English, no foreign language skill is required.  Tutors receive free training and ongoing 
staff support as they work one-on-one with learners.  Office volunteers provide a variety 
of support to staff.  Call 315-536-6799. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Thank You Notes 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH STAFF 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

NEWS FOR THE OCTOBER 2025 EPISTLE IS DUE SEPTEMBER 19TH 

 

 

 

 

 

 


