The Epistle

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church

July 2025

Gathered to Go . . . to study God’s Word, Worship together; and to walk with
Christ by loving, serving and nurturing all God’s people where ever they are and
whatever their circumstances.



From Pastor Lori

The earth is the Lord’s and all this is in it, and those who live in it.”
Psalm 24:1

Dear Siblings in Christ,

As Christians we are called to be grateful and generous people, not only in what we give
to the church, but as a way of life as followers of Jesus. We are generous because we
recognize everything we have is a gift from God. The more we recognize what God has
given us, the more we are willing and able to give it away and use “ourselves, our time
and our possession” to love our neighbor.

The Apostle’s Creed begins with this statement: “I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.” Another way to say this is, “God made everything.” Take a
moment to think about that statement...the implications are profound. Martin Luther
explains it like this in his Small Catechism:

“I believe God has created me together with all that exists. God has given me and still
preserves my body and soul: eyes, ears, and all limbs and senses; reason and all mental
faculties. In addition, God daily and abundantly provides shoes, and clothing, food and
drink, house and farm, spouse and children, fields and livestock, and all property-along
with necessities and nourishments for this body and life.”

It's impossible to list everything God has given us, but it’s not a bad exercise to try. |
encourage you to make some time this summer to generate your own list of the gifts
God has entrusted to you. Why? Because generosity flows out of gratitude! The more
we recognize the gifts God gives us, the more we feel called to share them with people
in need.

Grace and peace,
Pastor Lori

A Quote from Martin Luther
“You may as well quit reading and hearing the Word of God, and give it to the devil, if
you do not desire to live according to it.”




Church Council News

Treasurer's Report
Jan 1-May 31, 2025

Operating Account
|T|:lta| Operating Income I $75,822
|T|:lta| Operating Expenses I 577,154
Met Operating Income 51,332
Non-Operating Account
|Dther Incum_e |
Flowers 51,355
Local Hunger 53,154
World Hunger 53,476
Misc Projects 51,185
Parish Life Designated $310
Sharing Shed 5825
Interest/Dividends Investments 5178
Memaorial Fund $225
Bequest 550,000
Capital Reserve Fund 50
Total Other Income 560,708
|Other Expenses |
Local Hunger 52,094
World Hunger 54,397
Misc Projects $3,001
Flowers $806
Flowing Forth 51,758
Sharing Shed 51,174
Organ Fund 50
Memorial Fund 5414
Capital Reserve Fund 50
Beguest Expenses $2,500
Grab and Go $384
Misc Expenses S0

Total Other Expenses 516,528



Core Value - Service: The Living Well

Each month as a congregation we financially support a local organization or ministry
with our local hunger offering. During July we will continue supporting The Living Well
with our offerings. In connection with our Core Value of “Service”, we will highlight this
ministry by having Sandy Perl join us on July 13, 2025 to speak during announcement
time about the many programs that The Living Well has and supports. St. Paul's
currently participates in the ministry known as “Grab and Go” which is a very important
ministry of The Living Well. Having Sandi with us will help us know what other ministries
are being supported with our financial contributions.

Faith Formation

Sunday Faith Formation

Sunday’s Faith Formation will be taking a break during the
summer. Be on the lookout in the announcements regarding
when it will start up again in the fall.

FAITH oo

Social Ministry

Sharing Shed July 2025

For the month of July, The Sharing Shed could use:
Personal Care products for men, women, and children
Household items for cleaning and laundry
Canned pasta for kids
Canned tuna and or chicken
Snack items: fruit snacks, fruit drinks, fruit cups,
Individually packaged cookies, crackers, chips,
pretzels, crackers with peanut butter
Your help is appreciated with this ministry!




Hunger Offering for July

For | was hungry and you gave me something to eat, | was thirsty and you gave me
something to drink. | was a stranger and you welcomed me in.
Matthew 25:35

Each month we collect an offering to help feed hungry people and help hurting
communities in our county and around the world. Sixty percent of the offering is used to
combat world hunger. Forty percent is given to local organizations to help them “feed”
people either physically, emotionally or spiritually. This month, the local part of our
hunger offering will be given to The Living Well.

Your offering can be placed in the offering plate at the back of the
| sanctuary or mailed directly to church. Remember to designate the
% 7 ' amount you want to give on the hunger line of your envelope or
¢ f“-- b v write “Hunger Offering” on the memo line of your check.

Oﬂ' I ILIDG‘LI‘ Thank you for helping to care for our neighbors near and far!
CY l.llg

Christmas in July at the Living Well

To help fill the shelves of their food pantry, The Living Well is oN°
celebrating Christmas in July! You can help by taking a tag from the
“Pan-tree” in the narthex, purchasing the item printed on it and _
placing it under the tree by July 31st. Thanks for helping to care for N
folks throughout Yates County!

Grab and Go

Thank you to everyone who is contributing food and/or their time to cook here at
church for the Grab & Go ministry! Please leave room for other people to participate
when signing up for food items. Just a reminder that the food items need to be at
church by noon on the Wednesday before the Thursday that we are preparing the meal.
( We are still making "suppers" for 40 people at The Well every second and fourth
Thursday of each month). We are now going to use the table in the hallway outside of
the kitchen (the former "crockpot" table) for the food that is brought in that does not
need to be refrigerated. Also, just a note- any purchases being made for items for this
ministry need to go through Jewel or Ingrid for tax exempt reasons.



Worship

July News from the Pews

Sunday July 6, 2025 Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
Psalm 66:1-9 Galatians 6:7-16 Luke 10: 1-11,16-20

Hymn of the Day: Spread, Oh, Spread, Almighty Word ELW 663

Theme: Sharing the Good News is the calling of everyone who follows Jesus.

Sunday July 13, 2025 Fifth Sunday after Pentecost

Psalm 25:1-10 Colossians 1:1-14 Luke 10:25-37

Hymn of the Day: Before the Waters Nourished Earth ACS 1049

Theme: The Good Samaritan: God's Grace comes to us through the cross, even when we
are at our worst and when we struggle and cry for help.

Sunday July 20, 2025 Sixth Sunday after Pentecost
Psalm 15 Colossians 1:15-28 Luke 10:38-42

Hymn of the Day: Jesus The Very Thought of You ELW 754

Theme: Mary and Martha: It is crucial to set aside time to spend with God.

Sunday July 27, 2025 Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
Psalm 138 Colossians 2:6-16 Luke 11:1-13

Hymn of the Day: Lord, Teach Us How to Pray Aright ELW 745

Theme: Strengthened by the Lord's Supper, we are to speak boldly and be persistent in
our prayers.

Have you noticed the many requested hymns we have been singing? Have we sung your
favorite? It is not too late to make a request. Simply fill out one of the blue sheets found
on the table outside the sanctuary doors and place it in the basket. The worship and
music team would love to hear from you!



Worship Leadership

7/6 7/13 7/20 | 7/27
Assisting Dorothy Whitney Booth
Ministers Oswald
Ushers (2)
Greeters
Readers Cathy Booth Wanda Wood
Altar
Guild
Sound Charlene Charlene Charlene Les Wood
Board Nielsen Nielsen Nielsen
Computer Various Various Various Various Volunteers
Volunteers | Volunteers Volunteers
Counters Dorothy Ingrid Michael Ingrid Michael and
Oswald and Adrienne Adrienne Foster
Foster
Congregational Care

Parish Life Sign-up

The Parish Life Committee has a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board, across from the

office, for hosting a fellowship time after the church service. Individuals or a group can
host. It can be coffee and cookies, just cookies, or whatever you would like! Any parish

life committee member would gladly assist. We value the time we can converse with
others in our church!

New Address for Ann Kirch

Ann has moved to Room 212 at The Homestead. Please take a moment to send her a

card or to stop by to visit her to encourage her as she adjusts to her new living situation.




“Shower” Each Other with Messages of Love

» Each month, we will “shower” someone from St. Paul’s with
messages of love. Please take a moment to send the person/s
listed below a note of encouragement. May God use our
communications to remind the recipient of God’s faithful
presence and love.

This month we are “showering” Morgan Booth with our love.
His address is: 165 Cornwell Street, Penn Yan, New York
14527.

JULY BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES
. A e

Birthdays e AN ULY
1 —Terry Carlson L

o
2 — Gary McFetridge Lot da

j,}! & s ialed feadief

4 — Angie Bailey : :
6 — Andy Nissen Anniversaries

8 — Les Wood 1 - Dave & Charlene Nielsen (53)
10 — John Dubbs 6 — Ryan and Candice Fitzpatrick (6)

29 — Brian & Karen Fitzpatrick (36)
30 — Dan & Karen Malte (59)
31 — Greg & Cathy Booth (49)

25 —Tom Morse, Terry Jensen

Reminders

Prayer Requests in Public Places

Prayer is an important part of our faith. It is one of the ways we support each other
during times of illness, crisis and grief. This is a faithful and powerful practice. Our
intentions are often in the best place. However, some people prefer to keep their
situation private. If you would like to include someone on the prayer list in the bulletin,
during worship or through an email, please ask for their permission to make it public.
Thank you.



Office Hours for the Month of July

School’s summer vacation is now here. Please call the office before stopping in if you
need Jennifer since her hours will be varied and limited during July and August.

Community Events

Community Prayer Service

The next Community Prayer Service will be on Tuesday, August 5" at 12:15 pm with a
service on Celebrating Our Freedom in Christ.

Volunteer Want Ads

Habitat for Humanity

Provide lunch for the Saturday workers

Call Les Wood at. 315-335-6618

The Living Well

Various opportunities to support the programs that serve adults and children in need in
our community.

Call Kim Dean at 315-536-0838

Penn Yan Community Café

Help prepare and serve meals to the community on the second and last Tuesday of
every month.

Call Carolyn Benedict at 315-719-8540

Yates Christmas Program

Provides a program to ensure that no child in Penn Yan and Dundee School Districts
goes without during the holiday season. Donate items, help distribute items, bell ringing
Call Donna Johnston at 315-750-0862

Literacy Volunteers

Volunteer to tutor, help as an office volunteer. Literacy Volunteers serves both native
English speakers and those learning English as a second language. Tutoring is done in
English, no foreign language skill is required. Tutors receive free training and ongoing
staff support as they work one-on-one with learners. Office volunteers provide a variety
of support to staff. Call 315-536-6799.



Thank You Notes

Results from the 2025 Ingathering at St Paul Hilton, NY

Quilts 1253

School Kits 246

Fabric Kits 15
Personal Care Kits 164

Baby Kits 109

Thank you to everyone who contributes to this ministry! We are so thankful for all
we can do to work together for this mission. God is so good and has richly blessed

us all.

Thank you for thinking of Matthew 2L

and supporting our work with those in need.

By donating clean, empty plastic pill bottlas, you
are helping care for those in need and helping
the environment by keeping plastic out of the
landfill. Please note that as of 03/01/2023 we are
requesting only clean, capped bottles that have
been prepared for shipment.

Thank you for your support of this program, and

thank you for caring for people in need worldwide.

Joodi Archer
Dirsctor of Frograms & Communily Reletions
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[ want to thank you all for the prayers said and the money donated to help defray
some of Elyse's medical costs. This week-end she is heading back to Philadelphia
to begin studies for her Master's degree in art education. These past several years
have been like a roller coaster ride not knowing what route to take and trying
different options. Knowing that you all have been there for all of us has truly been
a blessing. Thank you, again, and God's blessings to all......Angie Bailey



ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH STAFF

Rev. Lori Nickoloff — Pastor 585-749-4856
Jennifer Gross — Admin. Assist. 315-536-8165
Peter Hutchings —Music Director 315-536-8165
Cathy Booth — Sexton 607-522-4821

CHURCH COUNCIL:

Brian Foster — President 585-202-0043, brianfoster@fosterrush.com

Elaine Gleason — Vice President 315-730-0629, bug50@eznet.net

Deb Sitzman — Treasurer 716-574-7255, dIsitzmanl@hotmail.com

Sallie Jensen — Secretary 607-244-4342, dimondjens@aol.com

Jewel Goodsell — Social Ministry 315-719-8182, jewel lee _g@yahoo.com

Les Wood — Property 315-335-6618, Iwoodusaf@aol.com

Charlene Nielsen — Worship and Music 315-536-8935, char.niel31@gmail.com
Kirstin Houle — Christian Education 208-949-6941, mkrhoule@aol.com

Pastor Lori Nickoloff 585-749-4856, pastorloril8@gmail.com

NEWS FOR THE JULY 2025 EPISTLE IS DUE JULY 16"
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