The Epistle

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church

July 2024

Gathered to Go . . . to study God’s Word, Worship together; and to walk with
Christ by loving, serving and nurturing all God’s people where ever they are and
whatever their circumstances.



From Pastor Lori

Dear Friends in Christ,

We have entered the “dog days of summer”. They invite us to slow down and
experience life at a calmer, more relaxed pace. We have also entered the Season after
Pentecost. This liturgical season that lasts until Advent is sometimes referred to as,
“ordinary time.” Its color is green, which symbolizes the growth and life of the church.

During this long liturgical season, we will hear Scripture readings from the Epistles that
talk about how the Church continued Christ’s teachings. The Gospel readings emphasize
the way Jesus taught and lived. In him, we see a perfect example of Christian living and
service. As we live out our lives as mothers, fathers, friends and neighbors, we learn
what it means to be faithful to our calling and how to truly love one another in our day-
to-day lives.

| like the way the following poem by Meta Herrick Carlson uses the beauty and activities
of summer to remind of us God’s provision and invite us to grow into our baptismal
calling to be God’s presence in the world.

(Extra) Ordinary Time

There is a season
that stretches like the days,
long and green until
you think there’s only this
one way of being alive.

There are prayers for sun and rain.
What we have planted bears fruit
and the gardens grow wild,
making us share and reminding us
there is enough.

When you dive into the lake
or wade with your legs in the river,
the cold water steals your breath
and your baptism comes to mind.



When you pack sandwiches and wine
and feast with neighbors and crickets
in the grass at sunset, and the meal is enough
with baskets left over, remember the supper.

These are ordinary times of course,
but they are extraordinary,
filled with promises that follow you
to the ends of the earth and back.

Blessings on your journey,
Pastor Lori

A Quote from Martin Luther

“For God is wholly present in all creation, in every
corner, he is behind you and before you. Do you think
he is sleeping on a pillow in heaven? He is watching
over you and protecting you.” Martin Luther




Church Council News

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

The Nominating Committee for the next election cycle, which concludes with our annual
meeting in November, held their first meeting after church on Sunday, June 23. The
committee has the task of decerning candidates for three Council positions and two
non-Council positions. Recently, we have focused on stressing a discipleship model
when it comes to serving in a leadership position for the church. That model is
incorporated in the job description that is included in this months Epistle. Some of you
may have seen this information if you were approached to serve in the last election
cycle.

Remembering that discipleship is using God’s gifts, we will be looking for people who
not only feel called to serve but who want to grow in their faith life as well. | would also
like to stress that being a Council Trustee for a particular committee does not mean that
you are the chairperson for that committee. As a Trustee it is your responsibility to
serve as a liaison between the committee and Council, effectively managing the
communications between both groups and facilitating the committee’s agenda. Most
importantly you are a spiritual leader to the congregation helping to discern the ministry
and mission that God is calling us to do at St. Paul’s.

Moving forward we are faced with both the challenges and opportunities of change that
are occurring all around us. As we focus on our core values and develop goals around
them, we need spiritual leaders who model them and who help our membership
practice them. If you are approached by a Nominating Committee member or would like
to serve, please prayerfully consider how you can share your gifts that come from the
blessings of the Holy Spirit.

In His service,
Brian Foster



Candidates for Elected Positions, 2024 Annual Meeting

As we approach another annual meeting in November of this year our Nominating
Committee, elected at the 2023 Annual Meeting began to meet in June. This year we
have positions to fill in the following areas:

1) Finance Committee Trustee - Council

2) Social Ministry Trustee - Council

3) Parish Life Trustee - Council

4) Memorial Committee member (Non-council)
5) Audit Committee member (Non-council)

As a Trustee, you are the liaison between the Council and the respective committee. A
common misconception is that the Trustee has to serve as the chairperson of the
committee/do all the work of the committee, which is not the responsibility of the
position. If you are approached by someone on the Nominating Committee in the
coming months, please have an open heart and mind as we walk the path of discipleship
together.
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Job Description and Expectations for Church Council Trustees

Serve as a member of the Church Council for a three-year term.
- Attend monthly Church Council meetings.*
- Submit committee report to church office by Thursday morning prior to Church
Council meeting.
- Review committee reports, Church Council minutes, and other agenda items
before Church Council meetings.
- Complete assigned actions items in a timely manner.
- Be an active participant at monthly meetings and other Church Council events.
- Encourage and support other Church Council members as needed.
- Prepare annual report.

Serve as a liaison to the committee you are elected to represent for a three-year term.
- Attend the committee’s meetings/be in communication with the committee’s
chairperson.

- Provide a monthly report to the Church Council that includes the committee’s
activity as well as any needs/requests the committee has for the Church Council.
- Communicate pertinent information from the Church Council to your
committee/committee chairperson.

Serve as a spiritual leader to the congregation for a three-year term.

- Attend worship on a regular basis.

- Pray for the members of St. Paul’s and its ministries.

- Be committed to growing in discipleship by participating in Faith
Formation/service opportunities when possible.

- Be visible, accessible to members and encourage them to use their gifts and
passions for ministry here at St. Paul’s and in the community.

*Per our constitution, being absent from two consecutive monthly meetings without

cause will result in removal from this position.



Social Ministry

The Sharing Shed Papeir
Products
Colllection

During the month of July, please help us stock our
Sharing Shed shelves with paper products. Single rolls
of paper towels, toilet paper, and boxes of Kleenex
are in great demand. Rather than other items we
would like to concentrate on just these three things all
month. Please donate one or two of these items to the
big box in the Narthex helping us help others. Thank
you!

Grab and Go Lunches

We are responsible for Grab and Go Lunches on July 12th
and July 26th. On July 12th we will need 4 crockpots of

sloppy joes, 5 dozen individually wrapped hamburger rolls, 5
dozen individually wrapped cookies and 5 dozen apples. On
July 26th we will need 4 large bowls of pasta salad. This salad
is made with rotini, fresh vegetables, summer sausage or

pepperoni and an Italian type dressing. We will also need 5 dozen individually wrapped
cookies and 5 dozen apples. If you are able to help, the sign-up sheet is on the board
across from the office. You may contact if
needed. We appreciate so many who volunteer to help. Thank you.



Hunger Offering for July

For | was hungry and you gave me something to eat, | was thirsty and you gave me
something to drink. | was a stranger and you welcomed me in.
Matthew 25:35

Each month we collect an offering to help feed

hungry people and help hurting communities in . -
our county and around the world. Sixty percent of  * 7

the offering is used to combat world hunger. Forty : ;
percent is given to local organizations to help them -t i

“feed” people either physically, emotionally or ; "._ ;5
spiritually. This month, the local part of our hunger ¥y L B _ﬁ" e
offering will be given to The Living Well. ' - » -r1

Your offering can be placed in the offering plate at

the back of the sanctuary or mailed directly to I 1]_1]-_'[':;[_.-1.
church. Remember to designate the amount you O[f = “-]-h

want to give on the hunger line of your envelope

or write “Hunger Offering” on the memo line of your check.

Thank you for helping to care for our neighbors near and far!



Worship

News from the Pews

Sunday July 7 Seventh Sunday after Pentecost (Green)
Psalm 48 2 Corinthians 12:2-19 Mark 6:1-13

Main Idea: We are never Alone

HOD: O Christ, Our Light, O Radiance True (ELW 675)

Sunday July 14 Eighth Sunday after Pentecost (Green)
Psalm 24 Ephesians 1:3-14 Mark 6:14-29
Main Idea: Who influences us and our decisions?

HOD: Give Thanks for Saints (ELW 428)

Sunday July 21 Ninth Sunday after Pentecost (Green)
Psalm 89: 20-27 Ephesians 2:11-22 Mark 6: 30-24; 53-56
Main Idea: Even the one who miraculously healed knew rest was important.

HOD: | Heard the Voice of Jesus Say (ELW 611)

Sunday July 28 Tenth Sunday after Pentecost (Green)
Psalm 14 Ephesians 3:14-21 John 6:1-21
Main Idea: There is always more than enough.

HOD: Loves Were Broken, Words Were Spoken (ACS 966)



Worship Note

Core Value: Worship
Goal: Increase worship leadership by 5 people by Christmas 2024.

Worship has been identified as one of our Core Values. The Church Council has set the
goal of increasing worship leadership by 5 people by Christmas 2024. What does this
mean? It means involving more disciples of St. Paul's in active worship leadership. Each
and every Sunday, it takes approximately 14/16 people to help with leading worship.
We have our Pastor; one assisting minister; two ushers; one reader; one sound board
person; two folks running the computer for Zoom; three to four altar guild folks; two
counters; and organist and other musicians.

How do we know who is leading each Sunday? We have the monthly sign-up sheet on
the bulletin board. But, have you noticed that many times we see the same names over
and over each month and week? This is where the goal comes in. We would love to
involve more folks in active worship leadership each month. We hope to do this by
informing all of you of just what is involved in each leadership role and then getting you
involved!

: Save the Date
1

I The Worship and Music Team invites you to learn more about Worship Leadership
I at a coffee hour following worship on Sunday July 21, 2024. Watch your bulletin for
| More information.
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Those Who Serve

7/14 7/21
Assisting I
Ministers
Readers
Altar
Guild
Sound
Board
Computer - -
Share Your Gift of Music
MUSIC
The choir will be taking a break this summer. If you are interested in ;
DIRECToR

sharing your gift of music during the offertory (either vocal or
instrumental), please talk to Peter to arrange a date.



Congregational Care

JULY BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES

Birthdays
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Memorials

Geraldine Christensen
Charlies Christensen
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“Shower” Each Other with Messages of Love ®*

Each month, we will “shower” someone from St. Paul’s with
messages of love. Please take a moment to send the person/s -
listed below a note of encouragement. May God use our
communications to remind the recipient of God’s faithful

presence and love.




Community Events

Penn Yan Fall Festival

The Penn Yan Downtown Business Council is hosting a Fall Festival on Saturday,
November 2nd from 11-3. Local businesses, organizations and churches are invited to
set up booths to add to the festivities. The Church Council would like to provide a booth

to promote our ministry here at St. Paul’s. Contact Pastor Lori by July 30th if you are
interested in helping to plan the details.



Penn Yan Area Council of Churches
Ecumenical Prayer Service

A Service of Hope & Healing

Tuesday
Juuly 2, 2024
12:15pm

St. Paul's Lutheran Church
135 Hamilton Street
Penn Yan

In Person or Via ZOOM:
bit.ly/pyprayer

All services are posted on the Penn Yan Area Council of Churches
YouTube page '
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Reminders

Key Code Reminder

_:??:_\3
% Just a reminder, for those who use the Key Code, please make sure to spin

the numbers so the code is not left on the key code box. Thank you!

Prayer Requests in Public Places

Prayer is an important part of our faith. It is one of the ways we support each other
during times of illness, crisis and grief. This is a faithful and powerful practice. Our
intentions are often in the best place. However, some people prefer to keep their
situation private. If you would like to include someone on the prayer list in the bulletin,
during worship or through an email, please ask for their permission to make it public.

Thank you.

Office Hours for the Month of July

Please check the weekly announcements for the office hours.
Hours will be varied due to the school summer vacation.
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Thank You Notes




ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH STAFF

NEWS FOR THE AUGUST 2024 EPISTLE IS DUE JULY 22\P




