The Epistle

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church

June 2024

Gathered to Go . . . to study God’s Word, Worship together, and to walk with
Christ by loving, serving and nurturing all God’s people where ever they are and
whatever their circumstances.



From Pastor Lori

Dear Siblings in Christ,

When it comes to baptism, many people think of a ritual we do as infants and
then...that’s it! However, the benefits of baptism are unending. In fact, we have a
baptismal life in Christ that happens single day.

| like how the hymn, “All Christians who Have Been Baptized” talks about this baptismal
life:

O Christian, firmly hold this gift

and give God thanks forever!

It gives the power to uplift

in all that you endeavor.

Your baptism stands and makes you whole

and then in death completes you.

So use it well! You are made new-

in Christ a new creation!

As faithful Christians, live and do,

within your own vocation.

Until that day when you possess

His glorious robe of righteousness

bestowed on you forever!
This hymn encourages us to “use it (baptism) well”? The question is, how do we do
that? What does it look like to live our baptismal life in a faithful and meaningful way?

When we sin, we can remember that in baptism, we were drowned to sin and raised to
a new life in Christ. When we are tempted, we can remember that in baptism, we are
made new creations and are no longer forced to follow our sinful nature. When we have
conflicts with other people, we can forgive them just like God forgives us. And maybe
the greatest way is when death occurs, we can remember that in baptism, we have
been united with Christ into death. And if baptism has untied us with his death, then it
will certainly unite us with his resurrection.

Baptism is never done and over with. We truly have a baptismal life, so use it well, every
single day!

Blessings, A quote from St. Basil the Great:

Pastor Lori “This is how you pray continually — not by offering prayer in words,

but by joining to God through your whole way of life, so that your
life becomes one continuous and uninterrupted prayer.”




Worship

June News from the Pews

We are entering the half way point of the year 2024! How amazing! We have celebrated
Lent, Passover, Easter, Ascension, Pentecost, and Trinity! How quickly the church year
goes!

June 2™ brings us to the Second Sunday of Pentecost. We will continue to see the green
paraments the next few months. Our Communion Setting, Gospel Acclamation, and the
Offertory Hymn will all be taken from the new resource “All Creation Sings”. We will use
these pieces through August 25 so they will become very familiar to all of us. We will

return to using The Apostle's Creed. We continue in Year B which is the Gospel of Mark.

June 30t is the fifth Sunday of the month so we will enjoy worship together in the form
of Brunch Church. This month our worship theme will center around creation and the
many beautiful gifts God has given us to care for in our world. Watch for more details as
June 30 approaches.

Sunday June 2 Second Sunday after Pentecost
Deuteronomy 5:12-15 Psalm 139:1-6;13-18 2 Corinthians 4:5-12
Gospel: Mark 2:23-3:6: Lord of the Sabbath

Sunday June 9 Third Sunday after Pentecost
Psalm 138 2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1

Gospel: Mark 3:20-35: Jesus and Beelzebub; Jesus' Mother and Brothers

Sunday June 16 Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
Psalm 20 2 Corinthians 5:6-17

Gospel: Mark 4: 26-34: The Parable of the Mustard Seed

Sunday June 23 Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
Psalm 9:9-20 2 Corinthians 6:1-13

Gospel Mark 4:35-41 Stilling the Waters

Sunday June 30 Sixth Sunday after Pentecost
Brunch Church: Creation

“COME WORSHIP THE LORD FOR WE ARE HIS PEOPLE”



Those Who Serve — June

6/2 6/9 6/16 6/23 6/30
Assisting Elaine Whitney Dorothy Dave Elaine
Ministers Gleason Booth Oswald Nielsen Gleason
Ushers (2) Brian and Terry and Terry and
Karen Sallie Jensen Sallie Jensen
Fitzpatrick
Readers Karen Adrienne Adrienne
Fitzpatrick Foster Foster
Altar
Guild
Sound Charlene Charlene
Board Nielsen Nielsen
Computer Various Various Various Various
Volunteers Volunteers Volunteers Volunteers
Counters Dave Nielsen | Dorothy Adrienne
and Adrienne | Oswald Foster
Foster
Share Your Gift of Music
FROM THE
The choir will be taking a break this summer. If you are interested in ; MUSIC
sharing your gift of music during the offertory (either vocal or D:'RECER

p
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instrumental), please talk to Peter to arrange a date. \



Faith Formation

New Session for Wednesday Faith Formation

Every day, we must make the difficult choice to live cautiously or courageously, to
follow the crowd or to embrace God’s purposes. Join us for a six-week study that draws
from the story of the prophet Jeremiah. Like him, we may feel inadequate and weary,
but God wants to empower us to grow in obedience, integrity and endurance to ‘Run
with the Horses’.

The study will begin on Wednesday, June 12th. Classes meet in person and on Zoom
from 10:30-noon. Contact Pastor Lori to obtain a book. Everyone is welcome!

Social Ministry

The Sharing Shed

Are you a shopper? Do you like to shop?

Once again, thank you for supporting the Sharing Shed. Keeping The Shed supplied is
important and a big job. In addition to the things that you donate, we also go shopping
to keep the shelves full. We have been blessed by our shoppers, but are reaching out to
all of you to see if more of you would like to shop when it is necessary and then put the
purchased items on the shelves. This happens about once a month and is generally done
right at The Dollar Tree in Penn Yan. If you are interested, see Jewel Goodsell or Elaine
Gleason and they will give you more details. Watch for a monthly sign up to be coming
as well.



Hunger Offering for June

For | was hungry and you gave me something to eat, | was thirsty and you gave me
something to drink. | was a stranger and you welcomed me in.
Matthew 25:35

Each month we collect an offering to help feed hungry people and v,
help hurting communities in our county and around the world. Sixty % § Oy 2
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percent of the offering is used to combat world hunger. Forty Tatw, g
percent is given to local organizations to help them “feed” people |} Iundu
either physically, emotionally or spiritually. This month, the local part Oﬂ.i ng"

of our hunger offering will be given to Yates County Food Program/Proaction.

Your offering can be placed in the offering plate at the back of the sanctuary or mailed
directly to church. Remember to designate the amount you want to give on the hunger
line of your envelope or write “Hunger Offering” on the memo line of your check.

Thank you for helping to care for our neighbors near and far!

Grab and Go Lunches

The next Grab and Go Lunch will be June 14th. We will serve
chili. We will need 4 crockpots, 5 dozen individually wrapped
rolls, 5 dozen cookies, individually wrapped and 5 dozen
apples. On June 28th we will need 4 crockpots of macaroni
and cheese, 5 dozen individually wrapped cookies and 5
dozen apples. The sign-up sheet will be across from the
office. You may contact Jewel (315-719-8182) or Amy (315-759-0901) if needed.

“Shower” Each Other with Messages of Love

Each month, we will “shower” someone from St. Paul’s with messages

&
of love. Please take a moment to send the person/s listed below a
note of encouragement. May God use our communications to remind
the recipient of God’s faithful presence and love. e




Come Learn About Paul’s Place on June 9th!

Paul’s Place is a once-a-month program through the Living Well that provides respite
care for people caring for someone with memory issues. We are in the process of
discerning whether or not St. Paul’s will assume responsibility for this program. In order
to do that, we need your help. Join us after worship on Sunday, June 9% to learn about
the opportunities and needs associated with this special ministry. Contact Angie Bailey
(315-521-0940) if you are unable to attend and have questions.

Community

Feast and Flourish

The Living Well will be holding a fundraiser on June 13th from 6-9 pm at Climbing Bines
(511 Hanson Point Road) to support their youth programs. Tickets are $100 per person.
Spring cocktail attire is requested. Contact Pastor Lori if you would like to purchase a
ticket for this signature event.



Penn Yan Area Council of Churches
Ecumenical Prayer Service

Prayers for Peace

Tuesday
June 3, 2024
12:15pm

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
135 Hamilton Street
Penn Yan

In Person or Via ZOOM:
bit.ly/pyprayer

All services are posted on the Penn Yan Area Council of Churches
YouTube page




Reminders

Key Code Reminder

Just a reminder, for those who use the Key Code, please make sure to
spin the numbers so the code is not left on the key code box. Thank you!

Prayer Requests in Public Places

Prayer is an important part of our faith. It is one of the ways we support each other
during times of illness, crisis and grief. This is a faithful and powerful practice. Our
intentions are often in the best place. However, some people prefer to keep their
situation private. If you would like to include someone on the prayer list in the bulletin,
during worship or through an email, please ask for their permission to make it public.

Thank you.

Office Hours for the Month of June

Qs
Please check the weekly announcements for the office hours. k —

Hours will be varied due to the school year coming to an end.
Summer//ﬂ\\\"

Office Hours



Thank You Notes

RESULTS FROM INGATHERING 2024

Quilts 1194

School Kits 278

Personal Care Kits 357

Baby Care Kits 105

-Fabric Kits 42

22 Churches par‘ucrpated -t

We filled half of a semi with all of our donations!!
We are happy to host again next year! We do
request that if possible you make your boxes lighter.
Many of them were very heavy.

Thank you to all who participated to make this
event a success. We are so thankful for all we can

do to work together in this mission. God is so good
and has richly blessed us all.



Congregational Care

JUNE BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES

Birthdays

Anniversaries

Mark your calendars,
Father’s Day is June
161




Church Council News

Core Values and Goal Setting

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

As | have been discussing with you over the past few months, we have now identified
the top 5 core values that define our ministry at St. Paul’s. These core values are:
Worship

Service

Hospitality

Generosity

Connectivity
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As a Church Council we are now working on setting goals that are linked to these core
values, one goal for each core value. The first core value that we have addressed is
Worship. At our May meeting we agreed to work toward the following goal:

We will increase worship leadership by 5 people by Christmas 2024.

Remembering that discipleship is using God’s gifts, we will be looking for people to help
in the areas of: Altar Guild, Readers, Ushers, Choir, Assisting Minister, Zoom,
Soundboard. We recognize that volunteering to help requires that you have a good
understanding of the responsibilities associated with these areas. To do that we will
organize a little job fair so people can see what and how things are done in each of these
positions. Our Worship and Music Committee will have the responsibility to define the
tasks that go along with each of these jobs and provide whatever training is necessary
for you to accomplish them.

One thing to keep in mind as you prayerfully consider how you can contribute to helping
us achieve this goal. There are many ways that you can be involved that don’t require a
major time commitment, just a willingness to share your gifts that come from the
blessings of the Holy Spirit.

In His service,
Brian Foster



Candidates for Elected Positions, 2024 Annual Meeting

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

As we approach another annual meeting in November of this year our Nominating
Committee, elected at the 2023 Annual Meeting will begin to meet in June. This year we
have positions to fill in the following areas:

1) Finance Committee Trustee - Council

2) Social Ministry Trustee - Council

3) Parish Life Trustee - Council

4) Memorial Committee member — Non-council

5) Audit Committee member — Non-council

| encourage you to prayerfully consider whether you are called to serve in any of these
positions. That call to service is reflective of your faith and willingness to share that with
others. We spend a lot of time at our Council meetings listening to what God is calling us
to do and praying about how to accomplish that. We share scripture and song and the
eucharist together as a way of inviting the Holy Spirit to guide and direct us. If you are
curious about how that works, | invite you to join us on a Council meeting night for
Vespers.

Also, remember that as a Trustee you are the liaison between the Council and the
respective committee, not necessarily the chairperson of that committee. A common
misconception is that the Trustee has to do all the work of the committee, which is not
the responsibility of the position. If you are approached by someone on the Nominating
Committee in the coming months, please have an open heart and mind as we walk the
path of discipleship together.

In His service,
Brian Foster



ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH STAFF

NEWS FOR THE JULY 2024 EPISTLE IS DUE JUNE 21+




