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WORSHIP NOTES 
 

Thank you for worshipping with us this morning.  We’re glad you’re here!  May you 

experience God’s love through the words you hear and sing, the meal you eat, and 

the fellowship of God’s people. 

 

Prayer Requests If you have a prayer request, please give a note to the ushers or 

send an email to Pastor Lori. 

 

Face Masks Are optional however, just a friendly reminder…please wear a mask in 

the building if you have been exposed to someone with COVID-19/experiencing any 

kind of respiratory or flu-like symptoms. Masks are available on the table in the 

narthex in case you forget yours as home. Thank you! 

 

Holy Communion All are welcome to receive our Lord as he comes to us in Holy 

Communion.  The method of reception for Communion today will be “Continuous 

Communion at the Rail”.  For those who for whatever reason are unable to drink the 

wine, glasses of juice are placed in the center of the tray.  Please let the pastor know 

if you would like gluten free bread.  Those who prefer not to commune may come 

forward for a blessing. 

 

Pew Cushions Are available on the pew in the back of the sanctuary.  

 

Hearing Assistance Individual hearing devices are available at the back of the 

sanctuary.  Please return the device at the end of worship so they can be sanitized.   

 

Offering You can place your offering in the offering plate or in the wooden offering 

depository that is located in the back of the sanctuary.  
 

Service music reprinted from ELW Liturgies CD-ROM, copyright 2006 Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved. Used by 

permission of Augsburg Fortress license # 14997-LIT.) RCL Liturgy – Clergy Stuff used by permission. 
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We Worship God 
 

Welcome 
 

Prelude:  “Dundee”        Healey Willan   

(Please stand as you are able) 

 

Call to Worship  

 

P:  God calls us into the vineyard,  

All:  For there is much work to be done.  

P:  No matter when we get there,  

All:  God rewards us with generosity. 

 

Confession and Forgiveness  

 

P:  We confess our sins before God and one another.  

Pause for silence and reflection.  

P:  God of all,  

All:  You have called us into the beloved community and charged us with the care 

 of our neighbor. Yet time and again we have failed to follow in your way. We 

 have been complicit in injustice and oppression. We have been silent while 

 others suffer. We have denied you in our denial of any one of your children. 

 Forgive us our self-serving fear and inaction and fill us with courage and 

 passion on behalf of the world.  

P:  The Holy Spirit cleanses us with water and fire and we are made new each 

 day. Know that your sins are forgiven for the sake of Jesus Christ, whose 

 death in the name of love makes us one as God is one. 

All: Amen. 

The prelude is a time for people to become quiet, to meditate and pray, and to 

prepare their hearts and minds to worship God. You are invited to pray this prayer 

to help you transition from the cares and activities of daily life to worshipping the 

Living God: 

God of grace, you have given us minds to know you, hearts to love you, and voices 

to sing your praise. Fill us with your Spirit, that we may celebrate your glory and 

worship you in spirit and truth, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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Gathering Hymn:   As Saints of Old     #695 
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Greeting 

 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

All:  And also with you.  

 

Hymn of Praise: 
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Prayer of the Day 

 

P:   Gracious God,  

All:  You call us all into your holy work, and reward according to your generosity, 

 rather than our deserving. Give us the same heart of generosity toward 

 others, in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

(Please be seated) 

 

We Hear God’s Word 
 

Prayer for Illumination 

 

A:  Let us pray, 

All: Lord, open our hearts and minds by the power of your Holy Spirit, that as the 

 Scriptures are read and your Word is proclaimed, we may hear with joy what 

 you say to us today.  Amen.                                                                                     

         

 

Psalm 105 

 

A: How great is my God,  

All: and how I love to sing His praises! 

A: Whereas I am often frightened when I think about the future and confused 

 and disturbed by the rapidly changing world around me, 

All: my heart is secured and made glad when I remember how God has cared for 

 me throughout the past. 

A: When I came from my mother’s womb,  

All: God’s hand was on me. 

A: Through parents and people who cared, 

All: He loved and sheltered me and set me on His course for my life. 

A: Through illness and accident, 

All: My God has sustained me. 

A: Around pitfalls and precipice 

All: He has safely led me. 

A: When I became rebellious and struck out on my own, 
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All: He waited patiently for me to return. 

A: When I fell on my face in weakness and failure, 

All: He gently set me on my feet again. 

A: He did not always prevent me from hurting myself, 

All: but he comforted me and healed my wounds. 

A: Even out of the broken pieces of my defeats, 

All: He created a vessel of beauty and usefulness. 

A: Through trials and errors, failures and successes, my God has cared for me. 

All: From infancy to adulthood, He has never let me go. 

A: His love has led me-or carried me-through the valleys of sorrow and the 

 highlands of joy, 

All: through times of want and years of abundance. 

A: He has bridged impassible rivers and moved impossible mountains. 

All: Sometimes through me, sometimes despite me, He seeks to accomplish His 

 purposes for my life. 

A: He has kept me through the stormy past; 

All: He will secure and guide me through the perilous future. 

A: I never need to be afraid, 

All: No matter how uncertain the months or years ahead of me. 

A: How great is my God, 

All: And how I love to sing His praises! 
From Psalms /Now by Leslie F. Brandt 

 

Philippians 1:21-30 

 

For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. If I am to live in the flesh, that means 

fruitful labor for me; and I do not know which I prefer. I am hard pressed between the 

two: my desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better; but to remain in 

the flesh is more necessary for you. Since I am convinced of this, I know that I will 

remain and continue with all of you for your progress and joy in faith, so that I may 

share abundantly in your boasting in Christ Jesus when I come to you again. Only, live 

your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether I come and see 

you or am absent and hear about you, I will know that you are standing firm in one 

spirit, striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the gospel, and are in no way 

intimidated by your opponents. For them this is evidence of their destruction, but of 

your salvation. And this is God’s doing. For he has graciously granted you the 
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privilege not only of believing in Christ, but of suffering for him as well— since you are 

having the same struggle that you saw I had and now hear that I still have 

 

A: Word of God, Word of life. 

All: Thanks be to God! 

 

(Please stand as you are able) 

 

Gospel Acclamation    Halle, Halle, Hallelujah   #181 

 



 
 

10 
 

 

The Gospel 

 

P: The Gospel according to Matthew. 

All: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Matthew 20:1-16 

 

“For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to 

hire laborers for his vineyard. After agreeing with the laborers for the usual daily 

wage, he sent them into his vineyard. When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw 

others standing idle in the marketplace; and he said to them, ‘You also go into the 

vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ So they went. When he went out again 

about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. And about five o’clock he went 

out and found others standing around; and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing 

here idle all day?’ They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, 

‘You also go into the vineyard.’ When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to 

his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and 

then going to the first.’ When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them 

received the usual daily wage. Now when the first came, they thought they would 

receive more; but each of them also received the usual daily wage. And when they 

received it, they grumbled against the landowner, saying, ‘These last worked only one 

hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day 

and the scorching heat.’ But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no 

wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage? Take what belongs to you 

and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. Am I not allowed to do 

what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?’ 

So the last will be first, and the first will be last.” 

 

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

All: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

(Please be seated) 

 

Sermon        Rev. Debbie Johnson 
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Hymn of the Day:    Faith Begins by Letting Go   #1004 ACS 
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(Please stand as you are able) 

 

The Apostles’ Creed  

 

A:  With the whole church, let us confess our faith.  

All:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in 

Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 

was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he 

ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 

come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 

catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayers of Intercession 

 

A:  Together with the whole Body of Christ throughout the world, we pray for the 

 church, the world, and all in need.  

A brief silence.  

A:  Loving God, Jesus taught us of the love you so generously give us, though we 

 cannot earn it. Receive our humble gratitude for your abundant blessings. God 

 of all that is,  

All:  Hear our prayer.  

A:  Teach us to lavish extravagant care on all that you have made. Make this 

 planet whole for the benefit of all who call it home. God of all that is,  

All:  Hear our prayer.  

A:  Give our leaders the spirit of your generosity, that they might strive to put in 

 place systems of economics that do not victimize some for the benefit of 

 others. God of all that is,  

All:  Hear our prayer.  

A:  Heal all who are in need of your care and attention; all those who hurt in body, 

 mind, or spirit, (especially). God of all that is,  

All:  You hear our prayer.  

A:  As we reflect on the ways we desire to change, help us also to see the ways 

 we show up just the way we should. Help us to live contentedly with ourselves 

 and with all people. God of all that is,  
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All:  Hear our prayer.  

Here other intercessions may be offered.  

A:  We thank you for all the saints who have labored in your vineyard for the sake 

 of the gospel. Give us that same commitment until we all taste the fruits of 

 your sacred vine together. God of all that is,  

All:  Hear our prayer.  

P:  We lift these prayers to you, Gracious God, in the name of your son, Jesus 

 Christ, our savior.  

All: Amen. 

 

Sharing of Peace 

 

P: The Lord of peace give you peace at all times and in all ways. 

All: And also to you. 

 

Please turn to the people near you to offer a gesture of peace and the greeting, 

"God's peace be with you!"  You are also encouraged to turn to the back of the 

sanctuary and greet the worshippers on Zoom with a wave or gesture of peace. 

 

Offering  

 

This month our Local Hunger Offering will be given to Millie’s Pantry.  

 

Offertory Music  “The Holy Presence”   Gilbert M Martin  
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Offertory Hymn:    Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful    #184 

 

 
 

Offertory Prayer 

 

A: O God, do not let us think we can decide what others deserve to have.  

All: Give us hearts as generous as yours, that we might offer our gifts in service to 

 your children with no strings attached. Bless what we bring before you today, 

 for your work of compassion and justice in the world. Amen. 
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We Share God’s Meal 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 

 

P:   The Lord be with you.  

All:   And also with you. 

P:   Lift up your hearts. 

All:   We lift them to the Lord. 

P:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.     

All:   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

P: We lift our hearts to you, Gracious God, because you made the dazzling 

creation out of nothing, yet made us to share eternity with you.  In covenant 

love you called your chosen people to an imagination as plentiful as the stars 

in the sky and the sands of the desert.  Your Son Jesus transformed our 

hearts from the scarcity of mammon to the wondrous abundance of manna, 

and through the church you gather us to share in the holy feast where your 

grace abounds for all, forever.  His cross and resurrection turn the emptiness 

sin into the fullness of everlasting life.  And so we join with angels and 

archangels and all the company of heaven, singing the hymn of your unending 

praise 
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P: We give you thanks and praise, Lord God, for in your Son Jesus you became 

the true bread from heaven, the manna sustaining us in every wilderness, the 

bread of abundant life that never runs out.  Send down your Holy Spirit upon 

us now, that we might become living bread for your hungry world.  Give us your 

very self in these gifts of bread and wine and make them for us the body and 

blood of your Son Jesus Christ; who, at supper with his disciples, took bread, 

gave you thanks, broke the bread, and gave it to them, saying, “Take, eat: this 

is my body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of me.”  After 

supper he took the cup.  Again he gave you thanks, and gave it to his 

disciples, saying “Drink this, all of you: this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  Do this, as 

often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”  Great is the mystery of faith. 

All: Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 

P: Ever-bountiful God, listen to the hunger of your children and nourish their true 

life in you.  Draw near to those who toil for daily wages and all who wonder 

where they will find daily bread.  Bless any whose days are spent looking for 
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work or waiting for hire.  Give each of your sons and daughters a place in your 

kingdom and fruitful work in your vineyard, not only for a passing day but for 

eternity.  By your Holy Spirit in your holy church, make the labors of our hands 

tell the good news of your harvest of plenty, and hasten the day when in one 

great sharing around your table with your people throughout the ages we shall 

taste and see that you are good.  Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, 

all honor and glory are yours, Almighty Father, now and forever. 

All: Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

P:  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.  

All:   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

Eucharistic Invitation 

 

P:  Christ calls us into service for the sake of the world, and nourishes us on his 

own body and blood. Come share in the feast of generosity that knows no 

bounds. This holy meal is for you. Come and eat. 
All:  Amen. 

 

(Please be seated) 
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 Lamb of God 

 
 

Hymns During Communion: 

 

To Be Your Presence       #546 

We Eat the Bread of Teaching     #518 

You Are Mine        #581 

 

Table Blessing 

 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 

his grace. 

All: Amen 

 

Prayer After Communion: 

 

A: We thank you, O God, that you have strengthened our hearts through this 

feast of life and salvation.  Shine the light of Christ on our path, that we may 

do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with you, now and forever. 

All: Amen 
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We Leave to Serve 
 

Announcements 

 

Benediction 

 

P: Go out from here as workers in God’s upside-down kingdom, where the last 

 are first and the first are last, where needs are met in miraculous ways, and 

 there is grace enough for all!  And may the blessing of God, the love of Jesus 

 Christ, and the presence of the Holy Spirit surround you and sustain you in the 

 coming days.   

All: Amen. 

 

Litany 

 

L:  We have lived our whole lives in the faith.  

All:  We are new to everything, open to learning.  

L:  We have sweated and toiled for this community.  

All:  We have not yet done much service.  

L:  We have built everything you see here.  

All:  We have new ideas for changes.  

L:  Surely we are of more value, our opinions carry more weight.  

All:  Don’t we have a say in how we do God’s work in the world?  

L:  God has given us all an equal wage, no matter when we have arrived in the 

 vineyard.  

All:  We are grateful for God’s great generosity.  

L:  We, too, can be grateful for it, and live generously in response.  

All:  Thanks be to God. 

 

(Please stand to sing the hymn and turn to face the flame as it exits the church) 
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Sending Hymn:   Rise Up, Oh Saints of God    #669 

 

 
 

Sending 

 

A: Go in peace.  Share the good news 

All: Thanks be to God! 

 

Postlude  “Come Christians Join and Sing”    Lani Smith 

  


